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F riendly Reader! 


WHAT is. lere projented: to: thy View, is 
dritten in great Love, and I defire that 
he Lord, by bis. holy Spirit, may give thee 4 
ight Underftanding of the Truths herein laid 
zown. , Our Principles "4 Doctrine have been 
very much miſrepreſented, and our, 
riends Mor 4 rien os þ — . 
ond miſ-conſtraed by many 8 anted Charity, 
which is the Bond of Perfection; th the Apoſtle 22 3 
excellently deſeribed it in his firſt Epiſtle is , 1054 * 
orinthians; he /aith, Charity ftr long, 4, % 
and is kind, Charity envieth not, Charity 
aunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own; 
s not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
oyceth not in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
. Ob, that it might prevail among tbe 
bildren of Men Ca that fo there might. 
We 19 envying one another : Charity is fo For 
m ſpeaking Evil, or doing Evil, that it | 

inks no Evil: Thoug h, /aith the Aboſtle,T 1 Cor. n 
xſtow all my Goods bo feed the Poor, and 3. 
| SLE» 1 * | 


OY | [i] 
- give my Body to be burned, and FOR not} 
it profiteth me nothing. Tf wer: 
" greatly to be defired, that all would endeavour 
to excel therein, that ſo "there might be an holy 
Harmony amongſt the Children of Men. 

Mis Treatiſe being [mall, may” come” into 
many Hands, where ſome larger Books, that 
give a more full and 2 Account of our 

Doctrine and Principles, may not come; and 

if the Obſervations that are made on the ſevera 

Heads touched upon, may have the good Effed 
to remove Prejudice, and open the Underſtanding 

of the Religious a Well. minded, it will ver) 

much anſiver the Defire of bun ho ty whe 
to "THe, and all Men.” ay 
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's the Lord bath been ſo ie | 

ious and kind to the Children _ (4 1 va 
Men who' were gone aftray from him, that Dy 
he has ent the Spirit of... his Son inio their u 6. 
| Hearts, to be a Guide and Teacher to them; 3 | 
AEM it 5s greatly to be deſited, they may all take 
© WW heed unto it, that thereby they may be en- 
abled to withſtand and reſiſt the Enemy of 
their- Sayls, in all his Temptations: and AA 
faults ; for it is certain, as Chriſt laid, 20ithout, * 
me ye can do nothing; we are not able, With / 
out the Help of his Spirit, to reſiſt the. Jeaſt 
Temptation; for. in that divine Light; which =_—T 1 
lighteth every Man that cometh into. the Mori, 
and gives Men and Women a Sight « and Dic 
covery of that which is evil, there is. Fower 
to enable them to withſtand and reſiſt the 
| Enemy in gs his T emptations, as they take 
bed to it; but many Peop le are Strangers. 
to this” hte Light, tho che Apoſtle Paul. 
Y ls us, how Men may know it; he. faith, * 

Wan Sy All 


. 9 175 ; we read that The N, 


5 YN s that are. are made ade mani 4 
* Fel Ne pond ar 

Nat. lv. 1. feſt is Ligbt. It is no Sin fo . i 
© - N out the Temptation as ſoon as it is 
preſenteJ; for wejead 3 was thmpt- 
| ed ſe Wa ys} the Tempt- 
re refiting of him, the Apoſtle Fame: 
Ki, 'Gith: Refiſt the Devil, and be l Fain rom you : 
| awrnighnto Gd and Aa gh 10 
15. is ys this holy 25 15 
lets Peo ple ſee the Evil —_ ry ſented, 
that we Fete to turn the Minds of the 
Children of Men, that thereby they may be 
enabled to withitand, the Encmy in all his 
en them 
1 9 1 ſpall + walk in 72 * the 
f «Joh 7. 2 If wwe dall in the Light, ach fobn, 
447 be is mth ' Light, We Love Flaig ane 
uith another, and the Bla of Fe eſs | rift. ys 
Son chase us from all Sin. It all t ro- 
feels to be the Followers of the Lord 15 

. did but walk in this holy Light as 
ey oug ht to do, they would 79 5 Forth 


zanity in the Purity of it, and. 15 the 
Gli of God our Saviour 


* Os Gigs ling; we tead, The We Prog . | 


uin Darin, and the Daorfneſs. ee 


it not. How many that, are Strangers to this 


Holy Light which God ha $ cauſed. to (hine 1 in 
Mens dark Hearts, have Polen Evil of. it; 
and alſo of many that haye born I eſtimony 


to it? We read a. the A poſtlè Nau w. 
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n ie Power of Satan to God. And this 
— Labous now of thoſe that are tru- 
ly the Miniſters of Chriſt, to turn the Chil- 
dren af Men to that true Light, which we 


Morid. This divine Light ought not to be 
rejected, nor the true Way of worſhipping 
God deſpiſed, becauſe they may be evilly 
ſpoken of by many that are ignorant of them : 
The Way in which: the: Apoſtle Paul wor- 
thipped God was, A ſome that were Strangers 
to it, counted Hereſy, and the Believers w 


and it was Aae g Chrift, Have an 


but tes People ub know'not the Law ure arc 
They were ſo ignorant, that they 
counted thoſe: that believed in Chriſt accurſed; 


ly: poken: of by thoſe that were Strangers to 


Love the Farben bath! 
wi ſhould: he called\the Sons f 


the World 
hint. © 


. He aſſigus the Reaſon why: 
knew them not, Acupͥ, ſaith he; Ane 


per ſecuted his P 
Scholarſhip did not. give 
of God; nor yet thè Knowledge of iis People; 
And Saul; yet breat 
Slaughter: aguinſt* the wax of tr Lord. 
went wot High<Prieſt, ani defired Letters 
zo Damaſcus; tothe 3 Hat / be uuns 


olle | N any 
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Many of the Childten of God have been evil 


read; Iigbrerh every Man that cometh. into the John i. . 
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acounted a Sect every ubere ſpoken againſt; 7 NOI 


. John vii 


of tür Ruler nor of tbe Phariſers Belierud on bi , ag. 


the Lord ; Bebold, faith olim, ublat mamer John iii. | 
Las, | bunt 2. 

git herefore 
the-Warld knoweth'us'not; becauſe it hniew- him 
vx ate 7 
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nat. While: Saul was ignorant of Cod, he 
all Bis Learning and 
bim the Knowledge 


| Actsix tr. 
hing out Lege and 2 


. 
any of this Way, whether 'they were Men ar 
Won: he might bring them aun: to Jeruſa- 
lem; and as be journeyed, he came near Da- 
maſcus, and ſuddenly there ſbined round about 
Him @ Light jrom Heaven, and he heard a Voice 
- faying, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteſt thou "me? 
And be ſaid, who art bon Lord! And the 
Lord ſaid, I am Jesvs whom thou perſecuteſt ; 
i is hard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks. 
It is to be feared, that many do not know 
that it is the Lord by his Spirit that inwardly 
icks them when they do amiſs. Now 
= * * be is the Ground of Perſecution, when 
* Men know not God, nor thoſe that are truly 
1 his People, they perſecute the true Worſhi 
pers of God as Hereticks. How. many of the 
Martyrs in Queen Mary's Days, were perſe- 
cuted and put to Death 2 as Hereticks, by thoſe 
that were ignorant of God? And how many 
of our Friends have been : perſecuted unto 
Death by thoſe that were Strangers to the 
Lord at his People? But as it was of old, 
ſo it is now, He that is born after the: Fleſh, 
Xrſecutes lim . that is born after the Spirit: 
Ichn xv, We read how Chriſt {aid to his Followers, 7 
155 19, 20. the World bate "you, ye know that it hated me 
| before it hated you : If ye uere cf the World, 
the World aeould love his own, but pours 
are not f the World, but I have choſen' you 
of the World, therefore the World N As: 
© Remember: the Word that 1. aid unte you, tbe 
Servant is not greater than the Lord; if they 
have perſecuted me, they wiltalſo perſecute you. 
* has often been the Lot of many of the 
7 Followers 
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Followers of Chriſt, to be perſecuted and 
reviled, and evil ſpo 1 5 of; Faw our Saviour, 
0 e his Diſciples to bear Perſecution, 
8 and the Revilings of Men, 
faith, Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, Mt. v. 1, 
and perjecute you, and fhall jay all manner of '* 
Evil againſt. you: falfly, for my Sake ; rejoyce 
and be exceeding. glad, for great is your Re- 
ward in Hegven, for jo. perſecuted they the 
Prophets which were Fol you. Although 
they that believed in Chriſt were accounted _ 
accurſed by ſome, it. was bappy for them 
who. did row boa and. receive, him, 7 
2 be gave Pqtoer to become. the Son's Global x 12, 
od. This is the great 1 55 which they 
wack that receive: Theil by his Spirit into 
their Hearts; asthey are ſubject to him, they 8 
do not only receive Power to conquer their 
Luſts and Paſſione, but alſa to do. the Wil! 
of God, and keep his Commands. But how 
many that are Strangers to the W Ap- f 
rance_of the Lord Jeſus * by h Js. 
icht and Spirit in Mens Hearts, have look d 
— — it as ſtrange, Doctrine 755 breach Chriſt 
within? This is the Myſtery. which bath been col. l 26; 
bid from Ages and from Generations, but nom vs. 
is made maniſeſt to his Saints, fu whom God 
would make known, what is the Riches of the 
Gery of this Myſtery . ameng the Gentiles, 
which is Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory. And 
when 2 of .c 455 © Lich haye wt 0 
many to that divine t, which Iigbterb john 
every A that: 8 into the Forks 1 8 = 
„ have - 
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have made #Wondet of it, how the Theft 
© - " e6bld be in Men; and have ſpoken fightly 
Rom. viii, Of the Spirit, alths” we read, As many as 
* led by the Spirit of Gba, they ate the Sons 75 
Adam. vin. God, I any Man (faith the Apoſtle) hath 
nur the Spirit of Chrift, be is none of bis. If 
Men have not this Spirit for their Guide, 
they cannot be Chyiftians,' nor Members of 
 Chrif?s Church, altho they 1 be ſtrict in 
obſerving a great many outward Obſervations; 
Gal v1. 15. for we id. That in Chrif Jai, neither Cir- 
a cumcifion availeth any Thing, nor. Uncir cumei- 
- but a New Creature. A is as Men come 
"I be born of the Divine Nature," being cre- 
ated anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto god Works, 
| that they come to have a fi tUnderftanding 
3 - the Things of God; er 2 
1 ther (ſaid Chriſt) Lord of Heaven and Eartl 
becduje thi haſt hid 4 55 Mo the Wiſe 
4 Prudent, and haft panes them unto Baber; 
| Father, for. it jeemed good in thy Sight. 
15 at is ttüfy 4 Child of God, and born of 
His Spirit, 1 tk e true and ſenfible Know- 
Wh ledge K "Gba,”" and Alb of dhe Myſteries bf 
Pi bis Kingdom, thay\Men'in their" Hatural and 
| :  ubeonverte?' Stare Gn attain unto by all their 
Y =. Wisdom abd Parts; for wi read, that'The 
"Wap natural 775 ee not the Things of the 
op it of Cad, far they art" Fool 72 ants 
775 1200 de rt then, i ee, they 
2 1 pf ferne; thy ate beyond His 
2 nn . 4 W 7 wo Cath, 
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ht Wa hs whip Fen @ hav a right and 
Diener of the Truth, is to come (o 
of divine Light, which God has cauſed to 
75 ſhine i in Mens Hearts; the Apoſtle ſaith, God, 2 cor. iv. s 
If abo commanded re Light to ſhine out of . Dork: 

is %, hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the 

of Tight of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. And as A. Lord, 
. his L Light gives thee a Sight and Diſcovery 

1 f the Truth, I deſire that thou may'ſt em- 

", brace it, and join with it; The Lord, faith 


— ; 
® 7 


the Prophet, bath ſhewed to thee, 0 Man, what 
is good; and what doththe Lord require of thee, 
but to. ds juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
Tis) with thy God? Now the Lord, by his 
Light, doth not only ſhew Men that 
which: is good, and what he requires of them; 
but he is near to ſhew them that which is 
Evil, in its very firſt Appearance: He that 


o 


ID N50 


— ws to. Man bis Thoughts, faith the Pro- 
* ohet, The Led of - Hof ir bis Name : The 
SY Apoſtle faith, M barſbever makes manifeſt is 
of Light, and whatſoever ts reproved, is made ma- 
10 fe by the Light. Now this holy Light, 


which gives Mien a Sight and — of : 
that which is Evil, ho it is preſented, is 


1 
2 


the great Touch-ſtone that we defire all may 

15 come to. If Men do not take heed to this, 

| they may ſoon err in Judgment, and receive Hy 
end embrace falſe Doctrine, and wrong Prin- 

th. ciples. And Mens receiving falſe and wrong 
5 Opinions, doth very much open a Door for -- 


A. 


TIENES" If Men once entertain „ 
| * Belief, ; 


. 6? 

Fs Belief, that there is no Poſſibility of their 
conquering and overcoming} their Corrupti- 
ons while here, what Encouragement is there 
for them to war againſt them? Or if they 
believe that there is a Purgatory, or a Place 


in which they may be cleanſed from their + 


Sins after Death, it is no Wonder if they live 4 


| fo as to fulfil and gratify their own carnal} 


Defires and Inclinations. But it is his Work 


that was a Lyer from the Beginning, to per- 


ſuade Men to believe this; we do not read, 
that the rich Man that we have an Account 4 
of in Luke, met with any Place of Cleanſing 
after Death. And if Men entertain a Belief, 
that God has before ordained a great Part of 
Mankind to periſh, and the Reſt to be ſaved; 
and that the Numbers are ſo fixed, that none 
can be diminiſhed from them. that are to 
periſh, or any added to the Number of them 
that are to be ſaved, what need any Body 
take any Care abont another World? This 
Doctrine doth very much deſtroy Religion 
and Chriſtianity, I believe ſome Have been 
ſo darkened in theit Underſtanding, that they 
have not-ſtuck to ſay, That God has fore-or- 
dained whatever comes to paſs ; that he has 
appointed the Murderer to. murder, and the 
Thief to ſteal, that ſo they might conſe- 
. ently periſh, How. contrary is this Doc- 
trine to what we read in the Holy Scripture; 
where the Lord has ſaid, As I live, I have 
no Pleaſure in the Death of the W icked, but 
rather that the Wicked turn —— bis Way 
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Live. We read, that They have built the Jer. vi. zn 
igb Places of Tophet, which | is in the Valley 

25 Son of Hinnon, to burn their Sons and 

ey Daughters in the Fire, yet, faith the Lord, 

* commanded them not, neither came it into my 
5 3 Heart. Altho' this came to paſs, the Lord 
yas ſo far from ordaining it, that ſpeaking 
ter the manner of Men, he faid, if came 
of into bis Heart, It wonld be chominable 
ay, that God ordains all the wicked 
hings which come-to paſs. I wiſh that all 
ould be careful how they are impoſed upon 
d receive any Doctrines which are repugnant 
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eir 
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wel | 
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unt 


wg o the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive 
t oil briſtians, recorded in the Holy — 
ed: Dad that People would compare their Doc- 
onel ine with the Doctrine there laid down, and 
toe how they correſpond. It has pleaſed God 


d raiſe up a People to preach the ſame Doc- 

ine, and bear ip lame Teſtimony, that te | 
\ poſtles and primitive Chriſtians bore: Tobn ; 
uth, Mie are of God, be that knoweth God, i Jona i. 6 
* us; be that is not of God heareth nat 5 

1 deſire that none may reject the Truth, 


we ecauſe it may be held e ple that 
hase ow them: by many that do not rightly By 
| the now them: For ye 2 your Calling, Brethren, 2 Cor |. 26 
* that not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, 25 FM 


7 many Migbiy, not many Noble, are called; 
ut God bath choſen the fooliſb Thing s of the. 
orld to confound the Wiſe, and G od hath, cho- 
i the weak Things of the World to confound 
"gs which are Mighty, and baſe Thugs . 


172 Ar 101 the World, and Things 


Ea 
| <obich are deſpiſed, hath 1 
God choſen; yea, and Things'which are not, to 
bring to nought Things that are, that no Flag 
may glory in his Sight. Altho' the moſt of 
them that believed in and received the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, were not the Wiſe, and Mighty, 
and Noble; yet we may conclude ſafely, that 
ſome of the Wiſe, Ge. did believe in him: 
And altho' the Generality of them that are 
no come to believe in, and receive the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in his ſpiritual Appearance, are 
not of the Wiſe and Noble; yet bleſſed be 
the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to believe in, 
and receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their 
lcarts; and that all may thus receive him, is 


© 3 N 


1 Gerne che Univerſality of Gad's Lare 


in ending His Son to die for al Men. 


, , 


freely own, that it is the Duty of thei 
Children of Men to believe in Chriſt, a 
be did outwardly appear; and we hold it to 
be abſolutely needful, that they believe his 
Death and Sufferings, and what he has done 
for them, without them, where it has plea 
ed God to afford them the Benefit of the 
Holy Scriptures that declare thereof; yet we 
believe this autward Knowledge is not {> ab- 
ſolutely eflential to Salvation, but, that Men 
may be faved by the Lord Jeſus r 
* | 3 


49S 131. 
ffered upon the Croks for them, if the? are 
bject to his Spirit in their Hearts, 5 
heir Lots may be caſt in thoſe remote Parts 
f' the World, where they are without the 
enefit of the Holy Scriptures, and may 
now nothing of the Coming of Chriſt in 
he Fleſh; for the Apoſtle Paul in the fifth 
f the Romans faith, As by the Offence of One, 
Fudgment came upon all Men to Condemnation, 
en ſo by the Righteouſneſs of One, the free 
b;fr came upon all Men to Tuſtification of 
ife; for as all Men partake of the Fruit of 
{dam's Fall, by reaſon of that evil Seed, 
hich through him is communicated unto 
hem, which inclines them unto Evil, altho 
nany Thouſands of them never heard of the 
all of Adam; nor of his eating of the for- 
didden Fruit: So we believe many may, and 


$ they take heed nd that divine Light and 
race, which is communicated to Mankind 
niverfally, thro him, altho' they may know 
pothing of his Coming in the Fleſh.” Now 
hough we hold it abſolutely needful, that 
en believe in the Death and Sufferings of 
hriſt, where they have the Benefit of the 
oly Scriptures that declare thereof, as is 
defore obſerved ; yet all this Knowledge will 
ot entitle to a Part in the Kingdom of God, 
nleſs they know him that died for them, to 
fave them out of thoſe Things that unfit them 
for that holy Kingdom, into which nothing | 
that f 13 unclean can enter. 9 | 
B 9 But : 


N. 


lo receive Benefit by the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| { 16 
But becauſe we bear eimony to the in. 
Jon 15. ward Appearance of the Lord Jeu Chriſt, by 
| hisLight and Spirit in Mens Hearts, ſome have 
been fo unkind and unjuſt, that they have not 
- Rack to ſay, that we deny'd the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt that ſuffered without the Gates of Jeru. 
folem for us; which is a very great Abuſe upon 
us, for we firmly belieye in him that was born 
of the Virgin Mary, that ſuffered upon the Cross 
for the Redemption of Mankind univerſally; 
. and we are ſo far from denying him that died 
a for us, and roſe again, and aſcended into Hea- 
- ven, and is come again by his Spirit into our 
Hearts, that we hold. forth his Death and 
Sufferings in a far more extenſive. Manner 
than many others do; for a great many will 
have it, that Chriſt only died for the Be- 
lievers, and a Part of Mankind ; but we be- 
. lieve, according to the Scripture, that he 
Heb. ii. 9. taſted Death for every Man: But we ſee Feſus, 
| who was made a little lower than the Angel 
for the ſulfering of Death, crowned with 257 
and Honour, that he by the Grace of God ſhouli 
| r John i. taſte Death for every Man. My little Children, 
p - theſe things awrite I unto you, that ye fin not; 
and if any Man fin, aue have an Advocate wit) 
- the Fatber, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous ; 3. Ant 
le is the Propitiation fer our Sms, and nat fit 
| ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the. wwhol 
Mord. Here is the wonderful Love of God 
Rom. v. 18; ſet forth to Mankind univerſally ; Therefort 
as by the Offence of One, Fudgment came uf 
all to Condemnation ; 3 even any by the 1 *. 
N HS: 


. 


= =, "5 = 22 


eee, al 
+ of One, the free Gift came upon all Men 
v Juſtification of Liſe. So that the Plaiſter 


ee chat Chriſt has, by his offering up of 
— imſelf once for all, cleared the Scare, ſo far 
= pon the Account of Infants and Mankind 


in general, that no Man will periſh becauſe 
pf the Sin of Adam; yet we do not believe, 


b hor dne Death and Sufferings of Chriſt with- | 

Ne the Gates of Ferufalem will render Men 

| uſtified, and acceptable in the Sight of God, 

* cept they know him that died for them, to 
edeem them out of actual Sinning, and from 
hoſe Things that unfit them for the King- 

will dom of God Know ye nat, faith the 'Apoſtle, cor. vt. 
that the Unrighteous ſhall not inberit the Ning- 5, 011. 


ators, nor Idolaters, nar Adulterers, nor E 
eminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Man- 


but ye' are juſtified in the Name of the Lord 
Teſus'Chrift, and by tbe Spirit of our God. 
Here the Apoſtle has clearly ſet forth how 


oncerned for, that all People may come to 


n us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt - our 


s as broad as the Sore. | Now altho' we be- 


Vn of God? Be not deceived ; neither Form- 


ind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drankards, 
or Revilers, nor Extortioners, fhail inborit 
be Kingdom of God; and ſuch were ome of 
you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are /anttified, 


Men are juſtified. | Now this is what we are 


now the Lord to work a Change in their 
carts; and waſh them by his Spirit; He Tus u: 
auett us by the Maſbing of Regeneration, and“ 
the Renewing, of the Holy Ghoſt, wohich he ſhed 


| | B2 Saviour. 


1 181. 

Sabitur,” Now here is Salvation and Juſtif 
cation by Chriſt, upon a true and right 
Mat. l. 21. Foundation; And ſbe ſhall bring forth a Son, 
| and thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for he ſhall 
ſave his People from their Sins. Mark, that 
Salvation from Sin is the Way for Men to be 

| ſaved by Chriſt, from the Wrath to come; 

Rom. il. 5. for WE read, That Tribulation' and Angui ih 
| will be upon every Soul of Man that doth evil 
Rom, vii. of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. Ther: 


64 .. os therefore now no Condemnation to them whict 
i are in Chriſt Feſus, who walk not after the 
3. Fleſh, but after the. Spirit. As Men come 


to witneſs a being waſhed and ſanctified, and 

brought into Chriſt, and know their Abiding 

tobe in him, they are redeemed out of thoſe 
Things that bring Condemnation. | 

If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 

nn ll g. ture, W hoſeever abideth in him, finneth not. 

Ja 0. We now that whoſoever 1s born of God, fin- 

meth not; but be that is begotten of God, Keep. 

eth himſe I, and that wicked one roucheth him 

not. He that believeth on the Son of God, Bait 

the Witneſs in bimfelf. This is the Sum of 

all, for Men ſo to live, that they may have 

the Witneſs in themſelves, that. they pleaſe 

God. We read concerning Enech, that be- 

| fore he was tranſlated, he had this Teſt> 

I cba in. mony, that he pleaſed God. Tf our Heart 

' , condemn us, God is e than our Heart, hi 

| and knoweth all Things : If. our Heart con- , 

8 

8 


dem us not, then 2 We e, toward; 
God. F Bendix ier, whoever thou arti 5 
„Werde 2 4 that 


[19] IM 
that art condemned and-reproved in thyſelf, — 
for that which is evil, I tenderly deſire thou — 
mayſt turn to that holy Spirit, which doth 
2 reprove thee for it: I ge not John xvi. 7, 

y, the Comforter will not come unte ir 5 
but 5 1 depart, I «will ſend him unto you, and 
ne when: he is come, be will reprove the World of 18 
% „. The fame Holy Spirit that reproves 
vi] (Men for Sin, will not only give them Power 
rover thoſe Things that they are overcome 
with, which are evil,” if they take heed unto 
it; but as they come out of thoſe Things 
they are reproved for, it will be a divine * 
8 them, and they will be in- 
ardly juſtified 1 in them / We read, that 
ner of. God," that bringeth Salvation, Titus ii. iim 
= pee, 70 all Men; teaching us, that ** '* © 
denying ne, 4nd Waerldly Luft, Te ; 
ry laden ſoberly, righteouſly, — godly in 
this prejent” Morld, looking for that bleſſed. 
Hope, and the glorious — of the great 
Gold and our Saviour Fefus Chriſt, who gave 

Ame far us, that he might redeem us from 
* e "and purify unto limſelf a peculiar 
People, abu, of good Works. Now although 
the Apoſtle has here ſo excellently born Tex | . 
Rimony to the Sufficiency and Uhiverglley 
of the Grace of God, many are fo narrow, 
Mat ibey are not willing to own; that C brit 
for all; nor will they allow, that 
Aving Grade is given to all, although we 
mad, That a Manifeſtation- of the Spitit is 
given dc every Man, W r And 
* | 1 VZ 


in 


1 , Thi he! Pacable off She, Sup, that went forth 
d owe, the Sech fell jon all the fout Sorts of 
Stund, but it dine bring forth Fruit to 
Ci Ferfectian, ſave oaly - in the good Ground; 
and the unprofitable Servant had a Talent 
committed a to hin, which was ſofficient fot 
hi, if he had hut imp roved it ; it is plain, 

dat he Fault was in Menlelf fo that if any 
Man periſh. be s ibe Cauſg of his pwn Dee 
ſtruction, as it Was ſaid ob, Iſtael, 'Q lira, 
| thou haſt deſtroyed)thyſ{clf ! but thy Help. is 
Keh.ix. 20, in me. God. gave them , his good Spirit m 
Þ 6. nr them, | but bey rebelled: againſt bim: 
Many for want of as right Underſtanding, 
have made a very wrong Uſe of Paulis Morde 
Dein the. Ninth of the Renens Er, ee 
n. eng nat her born: neither bu ing dene (any 
8 ar: ew1l, that tbe Pur poſe of: God pccatding 
10 Election .might\ Hand, not of: I or lin het of 
bim that calleth, it was/aid unto ben the Aer 
Fall ſerue the Younget:; as it is written, 
baue I loved, bu Elan haue I buted, Now 
Apoſtie doth not ſay, that before the 'Chil: 
dren were born; it was laid, Tacab þ 1 


loved, and Eau. have 1 .bated-z.but-th til 
En fel rt ddr Taungyr v and, 4 Hy 


FHuted: He bes 3 to what ig Side 
+ Pded. i. 10. Read Obeui ab, Far thy Violence again 1th 
Brut ber ſucob ei b bume fall que,. ted, and 
tbau hat de cis off for ever Ah: God bad 
hated Eau, and ordained PAgtagh it periſh 


before * — 


-Ni , 


ess HP R< 


* «y 
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of Perſons, which is contrary to 
he Apoſtl Peter's Teſtimony ; Of a7 . AQs x. 35 
perceive, ſaid he, that God is no Refpetter 3* 


Re 


pf Perfons, but in every Nation he that feareth 


with bim. Here are the Conditions laid 
down,/ upon which all People may be ac- 
of God; for we believe, as it is the 


— 


ſo he gives to every Man a Day of Viſitation, 
in which be inwardly ſtrives with them, by 
his irit, to reclaim them. He ſtrove 
long with the People in the old World; 
And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſball not ahways 
rive with Man, becauſe he alſo is Fleſh. 
There was a Time in which they might have 
been ſaved; but they would not be reclaimed 
from thoſe Things 
to him, therefore he cut them off in his 
Wrath; and there was alſo a Time in which 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem might have been 


—— 
[ nd 


viour wept: over them, and ſaid, O Jeruſa- 
lem; Jeruſalem! thou that killeſt the Prophets, 

and ftoneft-them which are ſent unto thee, how 
often avould I have gathered thy Children: toge- 


der her Wings, and ye-ould not? Behold your 
Houſe is left unto you deſolate ! Chriſt did not 


not gathered, was not in ihe Lords but in 


Fr S 8 8 


B 4 


him, and worketh | Righteouſneſs, is accepted 


Will of God, chat all Men ſhould be ſaved, 


that were diſpleaſing .- 


gathered, but they would not, and our Sa- 


tler, een as'a Hen gathered ber Chickens un- 


they could not be gathered, but ſaid, ye 
would not; ſo that the Cauſe why they were 


. but if God! vy a beer Decree, bh 


vis 


„ 
by - 


_ _ a 


Kom. ix. 22. Apoſtle ſaith, bat if God, willing FA hhew 


de a. Tract go, and ſaid, Vo is the Lord, that 1 
2 — 3. J will harden Pharaoh's Heart, and muitipiy 


3 of the old World; but let it be conſidered, 


* 


| 22 NEO 
bud beforchand determined their. Deſtruc- 
tion, why ſhould he have ſent his Servants 
8 dend in order that they might be gather- 
ed? And what will People make of our 
Saviour's' weeping over them, if they were 
before ordained inevitably to periſh ? I wiſh 
all may conſider theſe Things ſeriouſly; the 


his Wrath, ond. to make his Power known, en- 
dured with 'much Long-ſuffering the Veſſels 0 
Wrath fitted to Deſtruction? And why is this 
| Long - ſuffering, but in order that they might 
iter ui a be gained upon? Why was the Long-/ . 
ing ꝙ God, which waited in the. Days of 

| Noah, -ohile the Ark was preparing, but {cha 

they might be reclaimed from theit wrong 
Doings? When Pharaoh had refuſed to let 


ſhould obey bis Voice, to let Iſrael go? I now 
not, ſaid he, the Lord, neither will T let W- 
rael go; then we read, that the Lord ſaid, 


my Se and my Wonders in the Land of 
"* And the Lord ſhewed his Power in 
Exod, xiv, his Deſtruction; as he did in the Deſtruction 


that they brought this upon themſelves, by 
their rebelling againſt him; for why ſhould 

the Lord have ſtriven with the old World, 

if he had determined their Deſtruction be- 
forehand? Friendly Reader, I deſire the Lord 
may thy Underſtanding by his Holy 
Spins that thou — a right Diſcern- 


T8 2 | ing 


LR re ee eee ne eds e' 


J 
et theſe Things; Peter faith, Aecount » peri, 8 
that the Long-ſuffering f our Lord is Salua- 16. 
tion, even as 0ur beloved Brother Paul 4%, 
according unto the: Wiſdom given unto him, 
' hath written unto ou, as alſo in all bis Epi- 
files, .. ſpeaking in them of theſe Things, in 
thbich are home Things. hard to be Haw wa hr 
which they that, are unlearned, and unſtable, 
reſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, unto 
theer own Deſtruction. Peter did not mean 
that it was thoſe that were outwardly un- . 
learned, that wreſted Paus Words; for we 3 
read, that he and Joln were both ſaid to be 
unlearned and ignorant Men; Now when, they AG iv. 13. 
ſau the Boldneſs of Peter and John, and Ll | 
cetved. that they were unlearned and ignorant 
Men, they marwelled, and they took. . 
ledge of them that they had been with Felus. 
It was then, and is now, ſuch as are un- 
learned in the School of Chriſt, that did and 
do wreſt Pauls Words; and. if People. do 
not come to learn of Chriſt, it {pt ng 
der if they put wrong and groſs Conſtruc- 
tions upon many Places of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but altho'-this Place has been made 
very ill. Uſe. of by many, the Apoſtle Paul 1 
doth give ample and full Teſtimony of the _ 
good Will of God to Mankind; J n. | 
faith, he,/;tberefore,, that firſt, af all, Supi. 
cations, Prayers, Interceſſions, and » giving. of = 
Tanks, be made for. all Men; for Rings, and 
Ir all abet are in Authority, las, n may. — 
1- lend a. * and peaceable Life, 3 Godliueſß + vas 


8 4 * | | and 


1 


dee btb is ee 
 the'Seght o 


God our Saviour, who will have all 
Men io & ſaved, and fo ont unte the Knite- 
ve of the Truth. If the Apoſtle had be- 
Heved, that a Part of Mankind were 6rdained 
to periſh, before they were born, he would 
not have adviſed Timothy to pray for all Men, 
nor have told him, that it was the Will of 
God, -that all Men ſhould be ſaved: So that 
= - if any Man periſh, as is before obſerved, the 
= Ex Faalt iii himſelf; Say unto them,” ar I H 
= * tb the Lord Cad, I have no Pleafure in the 
1 Death e ibe Wicked, but that the Withed 
tun from his Way and live. When I fhull 
fay to the Righteous, that be ſhall furely live; 
F be truſt" to bis own Rig eſs, and com- 
mit Iniquity,' all bis Righteou Meſs ſpall nos be 
- #tmembred, but for- his Ini ' that he hath 
committed, he ſball die for je.” Again, whth 
Jay tmto the Wicked, thou ſhalt furely dis; 
ee turn from bis St," arid do that whichvis 
 Yawful and right; if the” Wicked reſtore "the 
Pfkuge, gib 7 tat be had robbed, walk 
in the Stututes of Life, without committing 
 Tmiguity, be ſhall furely live, he ſhall not die. 
I Win chat all might feriouſly conſider this, 
and that alt Who think they ſtand and are 
ſecure may take heed leſt they fall; and 
hs they who have gone into evil Things, 
may —— to turn to the Lord 
true — a and Amendment of 
3 may find — 
m . the Aich, — 
: Way, 
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"ket bim return-unto- the Lord, and he will 
have Mercy, and to our God, and be will 


abundantly pardon. We are not of their 
Miod that y, ae in Grare, and ever. in 


Grace, or that the leaſt Degree of true and 
faving Grace cannot be fallen from; but we 
ve Men may now, as ſome of old did, 
on” ſhipwrack of Faith and a good Con- 
ſcience; and from what is before ſaid, it is 
lain, that a righteous Man may turn from 
eee eee 
e Watchful; What F ſay co gone doo Wh 
to his F ollowers; I lay to ail, avatch. 
Man is longer fafe. than he is 


Watch, that they fell; and che Miſcarriages 


wing to their Unwatchfulneſs:; not but 


cient... to. keep Men from 


as they take heed unto it; unto 


"YT h Grace, Friendly ee a 


eee Preſery ation. 8 
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Way, and the Unrighteous Man his Thoughts, d 


upon his Watch, 
It was — David and 33 were. off their 5 


at. are among the Children of Men, are 


thats beige e Grecea0d e Siri of 
God..is from falling 0 nue 
— and out, of all evil and hurtfui i 
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2. Concerning: the Holy Scriptures. 


Bs 11 10 32 80 — 


. LTHO! Sate lade inſfepielchies' vs: 
A: as tho' we undervalued or diſ- eſteem'd 
Holy'Sctipt res of the Old and New Tef- 
tament; do bleſs tlie Lord, and have 
at Cadſe *ſ6 #6 do, that the ewes 
6unſel therein contained, which 
fem the Spirit of God, is preſerved 2755 
Record to this Day; and it is à great Fg- 
wur, that we live under a' Governnient” 
where we hae the Liberty to read them. 
this being 4 Privilege that many called Cbri 
uns 20 rived of, in ſome other m_ 
tries; and Jv that all would be fre 
in reading” of them: The Apoſtle Paul ; 
2Tim iii, Blended Tin by." in that” from u Child — 
unt. n. Aten be. Holy Seripturet, ubiob, faith HE; 
er at „ mate thee wiſe wnts 8 Sen, 
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Hough Faith, tobich is in Cbriſ Toſi 

Seripture given by Tyſpiration"of" God,” is "np 

fitable for Dotrine, for Reproof, „or Correc 
tion, for Inſiruftion in Righteouſneſs, that the 
Man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
— 35, niſhed unto all good Works. Search the Scrip- 
„tut, faith Chriſt, for' in them ye think ye 
hire? Rernal Life, and they are they which 
teſtify of me, and ye will not come to me that 
pie "might lau Liſe. They ute greatly to be 
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valued, in that they teſtify "of Chriſt, "i 
whom there is Power to give Men Vie 
over their Corruptions and Pafſſons, and ei 
able them to do the Will of God; we read Sv 


1271 


that Chriſt came "unto his bun, : ahd*bis o 8 
rereived bim not; but as many as received bim 
4% them gave be Power to become the Sons 'of 

God. They that receive Chriſt by his Spirit 

into their Hearts, they receive Power; for 
Chriſt's Spirit is a Cbri ian s Strength: I can Phil. iv. 13. 
to alt Things, faith the Apoſtle, fh Chriſt | 
which firengthens me. We read, that no Pro- 2 Pot. 1,20, 
pheſy of the Seripture is of any private Inter 
pretation; for the Propheſy came not in old 
Time by the Will of Man, biit = 


| God /pakt as they” were moved by the 


Ghoſt. Now we fay, the moſt true Int 
Preter of the Holy Scriptures, is the 
Ghoſt, or Spirit, ſion which they did x 
ceed ;' we read, that the natural Man receives 
not the. Thi ngs of the Spirit , Gol, neither 
can he thewn then, faith the Text, and there 
is a ſtrong Reaſon hid down for it, "Becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; they ate beyond | 
his Reach and Comprehenſion, For ubar :cor. An. 
Man knoweth' the Things of 4 Man, fave the 
Spirit of a Man which is in him; even fo'the 
Things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit 


of 2 This is the Key which opens tho 


Myſteries of the Kingdom of God to Men. 
I take this to be the great Reaſon why there 


are ſuch great Miſtakes about Religion, and 


79 many put ſuch groſs — - 
many 


186 


Ss, of the Holy, Seriptures, 25 they 
do, becauſe they do not come to that divine 
| Spirit which giyes a right and true Under- 
| Jobxaniis, Randing ; 188 Elibu laid, . There is 4 Spirit in 
Man, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty 
giveth, them Underſtanding. Till Men come 
to the Holy Spirit of God in themſelves, 
they can neither know God, nor the Things 
me God ; for we read, that ng Man knoweth 
the Father ſaue the Son, and be ro whomfoever 
the Son will reveal. him. Now if Revelation 
were cealed, as ſome do i imagine it is, what 
à a ſad Condition would Mankind be in d. For 
we read, the World by Wiſdom knows not 
-  God;'there is no Knowledge of God, bot 
by the Revelation of his Son; and it is as 
Men come to have an inward Knowledge of 
God, that they come to have a right Under- 
ſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, which pro- 
' ceeded from the good Spirit of God, where- 
fore we highly value them; though it is to 
be; feared, ſome. called Chriſtians do diſ-be- 
lieve many of the great Tiuths therein con- 
tained”; for I believe, that a Man, through 
often rebelling againſt the Holy Spirit - 
God in himfelf, may arrive to 2 
gree of Wickedneſs, that he may reject the 
Scriptures, and count them but Fables; and 
map be Jo far from owning of any Thing 
of 'God in Man, as to deny 3 ihe 
bought him, and according to Pjalm xiv. I. 
he may fay in his Heart, there is no God. It 
is the Work of the Enemy of all Righteous 
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to perſuade Men that there is no God, 
N ures are but a Fiction, and 
hat Men are not rel for their Words 
or Actions, and that there are no future Re- 
wards. Tx: Puniſhments ; that the mi ight 
alk at large, wy. take their full 8win 
Wickednefs I greatly to be deſired, if 
there be any bd — . whoſe Day jo 
Mercy is not wholly over, that have arrived 
to ſuch a Degree o Hardneſs and Wicked- 
neſs as this is, that they may be brought oe 
a 5 of their Iniq «ay Fo and Error, and * 
humbled : 1 ul becauſe thereof, 
25 poſſible, they might find Mercy at 
the Lords s Hand, The better Chriſtian or | 
any Man i 1s, the more true and real Value he 
has for the Fe N | | 


. 
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= OT Concerning Wonswiy. * 
live in a Time, in which, there is 


WE great Difference, even among thoſe 

ealled "Chrifio, about Religion, and the 

Worſhip. of God, Difference abont Reli- 

gon, and the Worship of God, is no new | 
hing; the Jews and Semi differed to John iv. % 

ſuch a Degree, that it ſeems they did not 

deal with one another. It is very much armils, 

where Religion ſours People, and makes 

them rigid, and * one againſt another. 
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Chriſtiänity is Love, and he that is'a Chri/ 
tian in bis Heart, is full of Pity and Good. 
will to them that are under a Miftake'in 

Matters of Religion; and the worſt" that he 
wiſhes for all ſuch; is, that the Lord ma) 
direct them right; for th that have the 
Mind of Chriſt, would not have any Soul to 
err, either in F aith or Practice. Our Saviour 
in his Diſcourſe with the Women of Sama- 
ria, has clearly deſcribed the true and fpiri- 

ohn iv. 23, twal Worſhip; But the Hour cometh, id bb 

Frag 7s, when the true Wor ſhippers ſhall worſhip the 

= Furbe⸗ in Spirit and in 2 ; for the Fieke, 

= - ſeeketh ſuch to wor ſhip him: God is a Spirit, 
= and they that worſhip him, up worſhip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. Now we believe 
that as God is a Spirit, he may be truly wor- 
ſhipped, as we are gathered in his Spirit, 

1 though there be not a Word outwardly ſpo- 

= - Mat, wil ken among us, as Chriſt faid, Where — or 

* three are gathered together in my Name, there 

3 am I in the midſt of them ; and the holy Pro- 
16. x. :, phet faith, They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall 

| renew their Strength: They ſhall mount | uþ 
with Wings as Eagles; they ſhall run, and not 

= - be weary; and they ſhall walk, and not faint. 

a Although I believe a great many pions good 

= 5 Cbriſtiant can ſay, as they have waited hum- 

= bly upon the Lord, in true Silence of all 

Pleſh, with their Minds truly ſtaid upon 

= -. him, they have enjoyed that divine Comfort 

which has been beyond what they could ex- 


_ preſs] in Words; yet this of filent Waiting" is 
2 


it 


1 


[32] 

F Teacher near Men, even in their | 
Hearts,” Which is ſufficient to teach 
1 as they take Heed thereto. It is to 
be feared; that many People too much de- 
d upon the Teachings of Men, and ne- 


Te Antinting which ye "have received of him, 
pbideth in'you ; and ye need not that any Man 
each you, but as the ſame Anointing teacheth 
ou of all Things, and is Truth, and is no 
5 and even as it bath taught you, y ſhall 
in bim. Now we Mw ic he holy 
fan Hero!: to ſpeak in a large Senſe: He 
old them, that they needed not that any 
2 nt them, but as the ſame Anoint- 
t them, Cc. We do very much 
n . Preaching, and Praying, where 
it babes from this divine Anointing. If it 
pleaſe God to ſpeak by this; through any In- 
ruments, whether Male or Female, we be- 
eee ſhould be Liberty amongſt us, for 
one to ſpeak as he requires it of them; 


For ye may all Propheſy one by one, ' that all: n 


may learn, and all may be comforted ; and the = 
Spirit of the. Prophets are fubje to the Pro- 


Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them Utterance. We be- 
lieve the true Preaching, and Praying, is that 
which proceeds from the holy Spirit, Ve Rom, vil 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought ;** . 
but the Spirit is, — Interceſſion fur us, 


* n which cannot be uttered. Twill 1 cor. r. 


C "pray ® 


glect the divine Teacher in themſelves; 3 But oba ii. 25 


bert. "And they were all fled with the Holy avs ii. 4, 


| [32] 
© pray ub the Spirit; and I will pray iti rbe 
Underſtanding al: I will fing uith the pᷣpirit, 
and 1 will fog with the Underſtanding-alſo. . 

This is the Preaching, and Prayin 

Singing, which we own, that is hy b 
rection and Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Now ſome being againſt — e 
| in the Church, urge what. the le faith, 
1 Cor. xiv. Let your. Nomen Keep Silence i in e Churches 
33: for it is not permitted unto them ro fpeint, but 
they are commanded to be under Obedience, a 
ali ſaith the Law, e enen 
thing, let them aſh: their Huſbands, ati. bome, 
Jar ſit it a Shaine for. Women: il ſpeak in | the 
1 Tim. i. Church. Let the Women learn in _=_ with 
l Subjettion; but I ſuffer not a Mamun ti 
teach, nor to ufurp Authority' ter the, Man, 
but. to be in Silence. We 'do-noti take this to 
be a prohibiting holy Women to ſpeaks 
whom the Lock calls. thereto; and I think 
it would be very much amiſs to ſay, that the 
Apoſtle Paul was againſt holy Wornen ſpeak- 
ing, whom God called to ſpeak; but fach 
."—_ 88 and untuly Women as diſturbed 
tze Church by their Queſtions, and uſurped 
Authority over the Man, which he was a 
2 we are againſt. it the Apoſtle Pau 
d been againſt & toly Women Praying, and 
— g. Why ſhould he lay down 2 
Rule how they ought to behave themſelves 
con When they Pray or.\Propheſte ? Bur ever) 
 _ Women; that Prayetb or Propiieſerb with her 
Hiead uncovered, diſhonoureth ber Head. * 
5 1 1 c 
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the i [ 33 55 | 
t he commends to the Believers divers good 
Women, I commend unto you Phebe ou Sife Rom. xvi.t; 
ter, \awhieh\ ig 4 Servant of the Church.” AN bs. 
good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, -are Servants 
to the Church. And he adviſed his true 
Yokefellow, 1 help thy Women which la 
boured with him i in the Goſpel; ſo that he was 
an En of holy Women, thatlabour. 
ed in the Goſpel; we read that Anna ſpoke | 
in the Temple, and ſbe in a Widow of QDOUY Luxe ii, 27 
Pri? bh and Four Tears, which departed nor 3*: | 
from the Temple,” but reed God with Faſting's 

and Prayers, Night und Duy; and ſbe cumm g 
in that. Mn, gave Thanks litewiſb unt the "| 
Lord, md fake of bin t all them that bn - "1 
for Re on in Jeruſalem. And we read, 
that Philip the Evangelift had four Daugh- j 
ters,  Vitgins, and they did all Propheſie. 

And Joel alſo pro 5 that God would 

pour forth of his Spirit, Gr. 2656" Fe ans. 10 
that, faith Peter, 4ohich "avis Poker "by the 17: 

| Prophet Joel; and it foull borne to puſs in the” 

Toft Days, faith God, F4oril pour o = 
Spirit upon all Fig, an gon, Sohs | J your EN 
Daughters ſhall prophefie, per Men 

ſhall er Vi fun, and your ol Men Pall dream 
Dreams, and on my \Servants, and on - 
Handmaidens, T will out in thoſe Days - 

of my Spirit, and they ſhall -prophefie, No- 
although Propbeſying is ſeyetal Times taken 

in the Sctipture Fry foretelling Things to 
come, read Tena, and ſevetral other Pro- Jer, au. 
phclie of arr * it is alfo ay 3 
C 2 or 


* 


=. 13 34 ] | 
x Cor. xiv, for edifying the Church; But be that pro- 
_ e ſpeaketh unto Men to Ediſication, and 
| Exbortation, and Comfort. He that fpeaketh 
in an unknown Tongue, edifieth himfelf ; but he 
that propbefieth, edifieth the Church. Mary 
was: ſent. by Chriſt. to declare of his Reſur- 
Ichn kx. 17. rection, Fol ſaith. unto her, touch me not, 
Jer J am not yet aſcended to my Father but 
ge to my Brethren, and. ſay unto them, 7 4 
cend unto my Father, — your Father, and 
to m Cod, TE our God. And the Woman 
of: Samaria was 1 to bring many 
gdf her Neighbours: to believe in Chriſt; ſhe 
* faid, Come ke a Man that has tald me all that 
ever I did, is not this the Chriſt? And many 
of. the Samaritans of that City believed on him, 
for . the Saying of the Woman, which teſtified, 
be told me all that ever I did. Now It is to 
1 as he inwardly appears in Mens 
_ Hearts by his Light and Spirit, that we de- 
te all may come. It is he that ſhews Men 
cor. l 2. when they do amiſs. .Chriſt within, which 
is the. Hope of the Saints Glory, is a great 
Gal. i. 16. 32 to many People. M ben it pleaſed 
faith the Apoſtle Paul, to reveal his Son 
in — chat I mi 5 preach him among the 
_ Heathen, immedi 7 1 conferred not . with 
Fleſo. and Blood: Here was the Son of God 
® | BY 8 Now that. all may have a 
ight Un anding of the Things of God, 
oe deſire that they may come to him that 
8 the Key of David, that opens the My1- 
ies of the | * of God to Men. 
| 4 Cone 
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ECAUSE of cur-Difuſe of Water- 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, we 
have been very hardly ſpoke of, as though 

we denied the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whenas there is no People that I know of, 
that do more truly own the Neceſſity of be- 
lieving and being baptized, than we do; 

but we do not underſtand it to be only an 
hiſtorical Belief of the Conception and Birth, 

and Life and Miracles, and alſo. of the Death 

and Sufferings, and Reſurrection and Aſcen- 

fion, of Chriſt, or a being outwardly bap- 
tized with Water, that will entitle Men to 
Salvation; for we read, that Simon the Sor« Ads vi, 
cerer believed, and was baptized, and yet he 
was fo far from bein in a State of Salvation, 
that Peter faith to him, I perceive thou art 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs and in the Bond of © 
Iniguity. But leſt any ſhould be under a 
Miſtake, and take the Baptiſm. of Water, 
to be the one eſſential and faving Baptiſm, | 
hear the Apoſtle Peter ; I ben once the WT Tec, lde 
ſuffering of God waited in the Days of Noah, 
while the Ark was preparing, —— few, 

that is, eight Souls were ſaved by Water, The _* 


Antitype 4bereof,, even Baptiſm, doth alſo . wm 
= "C3 cue 


IRS. 


T 


. 
2 


eve" us; not the putting away of the Filth ef 
the Fleſh, [mark that} but the Anfwer of a 
good Conſcience towa. "by the Reſurrec- 
tron of Feſus Chriſt, Now it is the Baptifm 
of Chriſt, by his Spirit, that brings Men to 
that; for it is plain, from the Inſtance of 
Simon before noted, that a Man may believe, 
and be baptized with Water, and be ſo far 
from having the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence, that he may be in the Gall sf Bitter- 
neſs, and in the Bend of Iniguity, which is 
the very Reverſe of "oat ay A great 
many take the Commiſſion in the 28th of 
Matthew, to be a Commiſſion for Water- 
_ Mat.zxvii. Baptiſm ; Go ye therefore and teach all Na- 
= * Xtions,| baptizing them in the Name of” the Fa- th, 
_ ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Now here is no Mention of Water, Is it not v. 
| reaſonable to. ſuppoſe, that if our dear Lord 
bad: intended that they. ſhould baptize with 
Water, that he would have expreſly men- 
_ / tioned it. Although the Apoſtle Pau was 
boot inferior to the Chief of the Apoſtles, he 
2 Cor. 114, faith, I ſhank God that I baptized none of you; 
= 7 but Criſpus, and Gaius, if: any Ion jay, 
that I had baptized in mine own Name; and 1 
baptiztd alſo the Houfhold of Stepbanas ; be- 
it Hades, I know not whether I haptized any other ; 
_ ' for Chrift ſent ne Nor ts baptize, but 1% 
dat Caſe, was by way of Condeſcenſion, as 
Sz in the Caſe of circamciſing Timotby, and go- 
XII. 26. - 2e — 
ing into the Temple, and purifying N 
5 | ks He; INT we t 


4. 
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TIN 
would be a weak Thing to plead for theſe | 
Things nom, becauſe the Apoſtle practiſed 
hem, Doth it therefore follow, that Water- 
Baptiſm ſhauld be practiſed now, becauſe 
Apoſtle Paul, by way. of Condeſcenſion 
practiſed it? For he had took that Com- 
ion, Mar. xxvii. 19. to be a Commi- 
on for him to baptize with outward Water, 
e may ſafely conclude, that he would not 
ave thanked God. that he had done him fo 
ittle Service. We do not deny, but that 
ome other of the Apoſtles did alle by way 
d Conde ſcenſion practiſe Water-Baptiſm ; 
but that they were commanded to ee 


be too hard for any body to prove. It is pol. * 

ſible ſore may be. ready to fay, it muſt. needs 

be meant of Water ; becauſe, fay they, no 

Man can baptize with the Spirit, or into the 

Power and & irit of Ohriſt: We freely own, 

that no Mas as he is a Man, by his 0 own 
Power can do this; neither can any Man by 

his own Powet; as he is Man, al the Sink Mat, x. 6. 
chanſe ther Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caft- Out 
Deuuli; and yet we find the Diſciples were 
comimanged--to..dg theſe Things. pus, by 

the ſame Power, by which they did caſt out 

many Devils, and healed the Sick, Joc. they. - 

were inſtrumental to baptize Men into the | 
Name and Power of Chriſt. And as I be- A 1 
gen to; fpeat;} faith Peter, the Holy Ge fell'® 
en them at on us at the Beginning... Men re-. 
— * the. Word 2 Lord, 1 
04% EF x 
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with Water in that Commiſſion, I think will! — 75 


1 | [ 38 1 
be laid, ohn truly baptized with his but 
ye ſhall. be 15 with the Holy Gh. At 
the great Meeting we” read of in the ſecond 
of Ad, Verſe the 4th; it is faid, They evere 
all fled with” the Hol Ghoſt, and. began to 
ſprak with other Tongues as the Spirit gave 
them Utterante ; yet of the M altirade 
mocked, and were ſo ignorant of the Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, that they ſaid, 
Verſe 13. Theſe Men are full of New Wine : 
But Peter fanding up with the Eleven, lift up 
his Voice, and ſaid unto them, Ye Men of Ju- 
dah, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſalem, 6 
this kriown unto you, and hearken to my Words, 
for theſs are not drunken as ye ſuppoſe, ſeerng 
it is but the third Hour of the Day; bur this 
is that which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel, 
Sc. It is hard to make Men ſenſible of the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the 
ſpiritual Baptiſm, while they are Strangers 
to the Spirit in themſelves; but if it could 
be proved, that the Diſci ples in that Com- 
Mat.xxvii, Miffion were commanded to baptize with, or 
%% in Water; which I believe cannot be done; 
how will they that ate for the Sprinkling 
of Infants, prove their Practice tom that 
Commiſſion, G0 'reach' all Nations,” 8c; for 
they ate not capable of being taught. As to 
Kar i gg. What is urged of the Jaylor, and all his, and 
| of whole Families being baptized; there is 
no Account that there were any Infants bap- 
tized in any of them. There is abundance 
of Families . (we may reaſonably 


i. 5 SE. : | N 


. 
ppoſe) dere tee then, in which there are 
> little Children. As to that of our Sa- 
dur, where he faith, Suffer little Children 
come unto mi an forbid them nut, for of 
tb is the Ningubm it cannot be proved from 
ripture, that he baptized any of them in, 
with Water. But as to this Practice of 
prinkling Infants, it is ſo much without 
oundation in the Scripture, that a great 
dany People, who are not of our Society, 
o not hold it or o it: The Way rightly 
underſtand this Commiſſion, is to come 
d that Spirit by which it was given forth. 
any urge, that our Saviour was baptized 
f Jabn; he was alſo circumciſed ; doth. it 
eretore follow that we muſt be circumci- Luxe il. 21, 
2d) becauſe he was circumciſed? For as he 
as born under the Law, he fulfilled the 
ww; and he is tbe End of the Law for Righ- 
eouſneſs 'Sake, to all them that believe. When 
hriſt.came to Fobn to be baptized of him, | 
png e him, ſaying, I have need to be was, ill. 13, 
ned of tber. Here Jahn the Baptiſt, 
o was the Adminiſtrator of Water-Bap- 
iſm, was ſenſible that he had Need to be 
daptized of Chriſt, with the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt: Suffer it tv be fo note, (aid vert is. 
hriſt, for thus it becometh' us to fulfil 4 
Righteouſneſs: So that he fulfilled the Ri 
tebuſneſs of 'Fobr's Diſpenſation. - Fobn hos 
very clearly and excellently. diſtinguiſhed his 
Baptiſm with Water, from” the. Baptiſm of _ 
Nel with the Holy Ghoſt, T indeed baps mr 1. ir, 


* He 


OE. The Lord avbom ye Leb, ſhall ſuddeniy come to 


| Hearts of Men, by his Spirit, to purge them 
from their Droſa, —— waſh. them from their 


Will ayail, for Men to know their Hearts to 


. Eph. is, 5. Epheſians faith, there is ane Lord; one'Farth, 


Tao] * 

tine Jodi with Malen, unt 2 b. 
le hut cometh:\ after - me, is miglitier than 1, 
belt Shoes Jam not uuntiy to bear; be ſhall 
baptize you with the Hof Gbaſi und with Fire, 
_ whoſe Fan if if lit Hand;:end' be 401k tho- 
_ rotighly purge dus Floor, and gather his Wheat 
into the Gur nes, but be Will burn up the Chat 
with nnquenchable Fire. This is the Meſſen- 


ger of the Covenant,” the Prophet ſpeaks of, 


bis Temple, even the; Meſſenger” of cle Crus 
nent, om ye delight in; behold be ſball come, 
r 29. but who; may abide the 

of: bis Coming, and a full ll Band tobe 
72 be erf For For be ii like:a; Refiner's Fire, 
aud lite Fulle Soap: Aud be fhall ſit at 4 
Refiner and Purifier q Silver, amd be ſhall 
purrfy- the Sons of, Levi, and purge them 41 
Gold and Silver, Fhat they may. offer unto; thi 
Lord an:Offering in Righteoufueſi. --For'this 
End the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is come into the 


Uneleanneſs, that ſo they may be fitted for 
that into which nothing that is 
unclean. can enter; this is the Waſhing which 


be. waſhed from Wickedneſs; as it was ſaid 
to Feruſalem, waſb thy Heart from Withed- 
neſs : The Apoſtle: Paal in his Epiſtle to tho 


one Hantiſnm; Folm, as is before obſerved, 
SOR —— very plainly * = 
| ti 


Fail. 

with Water, and the Baptiſm . of 
win, wich e e ie 
e-defire is, that all might come to the Bap- 
im of the Spirit, which the Apoſtle. and 
rimitive Chrifiiqus witneſſed, To could ſay, 


Bady, - whetber, we be Jews or Gentiles, ube- 
ber, due be band ar free; and have been all 
nade to drink, into one Spirit: (this is the 
ne Baptiſm) For. as 

en d. into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 
ow this is the Sum of all, for Men to put 
in the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, the new and hea- 
enly Man, then they will witneſs inward 
ommunion with the Lord. 

But why are many of our ſober Neigh- 
ours. ſo 5 —— for Water-Baptiſm, and 
yet neglect to waſh one anothers Feet, when 
as we read; Jahn xiii. Verſe 1, to 14, that 
dur Saviour "waſhed the Diſciples Feet, and 
he told them, that he had gen them an 
N that as i ſo 
they ſhould do to one another: Now here 
is both Example and Precept for this; and 
if we alk many ſober People, why they are 
h wwe in the Pradtice of this; I preſume many 
+ would be ready to anſwer,. that they look 
id upon it to be but an outward; and vifible 
3. gn, by which our Saviour ſhewed bis Fol- 
+ overs, that they ought to ſerve one another, 
55 
d, 

118 
m 


and be ready. to do the meaneſt Offices of 
dere f need requirg: And that they do not 
bk _ ceremgnious Part of. waſhing one 


ano others 


By one Spirit, are we all baptized into one 1 Cor. xii. 


many of | you- as bave Gal. is 27. 


[42]. | 
anothers Feet to be obligatory upon ther 
as — cntns too Þ ritual Part 1 
- what was thereby fignified, although we fin 
that this was raiſed by our "a Noy 
why they ſhould lay ſuch Streſs upon Water 
23907 iſm, which we cannot find was 
' practiſed by our Saviour, and drop this, de- 
| ſerves their ſerious Conſideration : Rut as w 
diſuſe Water-Baptiſm, ſo we do alſo diſuſ 
the ceremonious Part of waſhing one ano- 
thers Feet, being ſenſible; that they who 
are —— to the ſpiritual Part of what wa 
gnified, are come co the End of the j 
we — 2 Signs. PEA, 
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LT HO“ we diſuſe the outward Bread 900 

and Wine, we do very truly 2 the br 
ſpiritual Supper of the Lord, 4 Je 4 
Rer. iii. ao. ken of in the Revelations ; Bebold, I our 
the Door and knock; if any Man . his 

Voice, and open the Door, I will come in uu þlet 

bim, and will ſup with him, and he with me. tha 

It is what we deſire, that all religious well- wit 
minded People, who conſcientiouſly receive con 

the outward Bread and Wine, may open the anc 

Door of their Hearts, and receive the Lord the 
Jieſus Chriſt by his Spirit, chat ſo they may Gl: 
. with him 1 al 

" 


1 e "i 
emWinodom ; for we read, The Kingdom of Gad Luke wis. 

t meth not with Obſervations, neither ſhall tbey 

finde, h here, or to. there, for bebold, the King- 

(oor of God is within yen. I will not leave gehn at. 
teren comfortleſt, (faid Chriſt our Lord) I ,t]. 

me to you. But I ſay unto you, Iwill not Nat. wn. 

rin henceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 25. 

il that Day, wwhen I drink it neu with *. in 

my Father's Kingdom. 
He dwelleth with you. and ſhall has in . 
And in that excellent 1 he ſaith to his | 
ather, I in them,' and thou in me, that they John wii, 
may be made Perfect in one, and that the 

orld may know: that thou haft ſent me, and 

aft loved them, as thou haſt loved me. We | 
dear Teſtimony to the Coming, of Chriſt by In, van 
his Spirit into Mens Hearts; and they that 
have known him to waſh them throughly by 

the Water of Regeneration, will know in- 

ward Communion with the Lord, as the 

ad good Chriſtians of old knew; That lich ur Ie 4 
he beve ſeen, and heard, declare ue unte vou, that 
„a may have Fellowſhip with gs; and truly 

0 our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with - 

his Son Feſus Chriſt. They were People of 
bleſſed Experience, and it is what we deſire, 
that the Children of Men might come to 
witneſs this in themſelves; for they that are | 
come to have Fellowſhip with the Father, 
and with the Son, are come to the End of ä 
the outward Bread and Wine, even to the 
Cory of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which is 

* a Diſpenſation of Enjoyment; for as Men 

14 are 


„ae are inwardly reconciled, and brooghe in 
Favour with God, they come to know 
Feeding of that divine and living Bre 

John vi. 31. Which comes down from Heaven; 1 4 
„ Chriſt) the living Bread which cam 

- down from Heaven; if any Man eat of th 
Bread, he ſhall live for ever; and the Brea 

that I will give, is my Fleſh; which T wi 

- oe for the Life of the Warld.. He tbat ent 

my Fleſh, and drinbeth my: Blood, duelle 

15 by and I in him; It is as Men witnel 

this, that they can ſpeak from their ow! 
rpesenee what a bleſſed Thing it is tt 
have inward Communion: with Chriſt. It i 

5 the great Bleſſing of Wiſdom's Children, that 
Prov, viii, ſhe brings them to the Subſtance ; 7 Widen 
*. Tead in the Way of Righteouſneſs, in the Mii 
of the Paths 'of Judgment, that I may auf 

thoſe that love me to inherit Subſtance ; and 

brll fill their Treaſures: Reader, this is what 

is defired for thee, that thou mayſt come tt 

the Subſtance, that ſo thou mayſt know. 

Feeding of that divine and ſpiritual Bread 

s which ean only ſatisfy the Soul, abd 1 
Drinking ef the Wine of the Kingdom; 
but it is hard to make the natural Man ſen- 
ſible of theſe Things; they are beyond his 

Reach and Cochran nes, When our Sa- 
Lana fi. 3, yiour told Nicodemus, That except a Man be 
ak born again, he cannot fee the Kingdom of God: 
NMicodemus /#ith unto him, How can @ Man 
Be born when he is old; cam be enter the bent 

"Time. into-bis Mother's Womb, and be born 


* ot- 
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Reber Was ger — * 
Jr be argue d very grolly; and how many, 
when we * bor Tel 125 i 17 
ward Appearange of re Jeſus Chr 
by his Light and ys in Mens carts, aye 
made. very ſtrange of it, and been, ready: to 
fayy, How, can this be? And when: we have 
ſpoken of Mens Having. in rd Fellowſhi 
with; the an be n wich is Son, hi 
they are upon the Earth, many cannot un- 
derſtand how. thig pan be, althqugh the hn, | 
mitive Chriſtians it in their 8 
rience, as is before obſerveds. he poſi 
faith, Neither  Circumci hon gvaileth Gat. of, 26; 
var Unoiroumathon, but. a; New: monty i 
doth not avail in the Sight ot God, whether EE? 
2 Man be baptized with Water, or not bap-⸗ — 
tized: with Water; or whether he receives 
the Bread and Wine, or doth not receive it, 
if he be not a new Creature: We read, Vece * 
nal any Man be in Chriſt, be js d new Croeture.; 
and as is before obſerved, excopt. 4 Man be 
born again, he cannot ſee. the Kingdom of 55 
We. greatly deſire that all People might have 
this in their 'own Experience, that > t 
might walk as becomes the Children of God, 
- manifeſt themſelves og the Followers 
and Diſciples of Chri by tl ir living agree- 
ably to his Doctrine Pr count that l the 
greateſt outward viſible Sign, that any Man 
can give; that he is truly le. — 42 
Member of Chriſt's Church, for him to live 
r wache Wan of Chriſt; 1 0 


0 


/ 


T4) . 
' id our Saviour, ſhall all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, I ye love one another. Now, 
to loye one another, to love our Enemies, to 
do Good for Evil, to forgive Injuries, to be 
juſt and merciful, and walk humbly, as 
Chriſtians ought to do, are good wr 
viſible Signs; but we believe no outward 


Ach. ». 27, Obſervations will make Men Chriſtiant, and 


Members of that pure Church which Chriſt 
came to preſent to God. without Spot ot 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, (but that it 
ſhould be Holy and without Blemiſh) if they 

do not know hs Lord to work a Change in 
their Hearts, and redeem them out of cho 
Things which unfit them for his holy King- 
Rom. il. 28, dom; 3 the Apoſtle Aith,' He is not à Jew 
_ that 1s one outwardly ; ; neither it that Circunt- 
diſon, which is outward in the Fleſh : But be 
is a Jew which is one inwardly; and Circum- 


ee cifion is that of the Heart in the Spirit, and 


not of the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, 
but of God. As a Man's being outwardly 
circumciſed, and obſerving” a great many 
Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, did not make 
him a true and real Few, if he was not one 
in his Heart; fo it may be truly ſaid, he is 
not a Chriſtian, that is only one outwardly, 
although he has been outwardly baptized, 
and received the Bread and Wine, and ob- 
| ſerved a great many outward Obſervations: 
If he is not one in his Heart, all his out- 
ward Obſervations will not render him ac- 


+ 8 in the Sight of God. What 1 
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[1 
all the rut outward Obſervations while they 
lived in thoſe Things that diſpleaſed the Lord? 


He that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew a Man; in. hi 3. 


le that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if be cut off a * 
Dog's Neck; he that offereth an Oblatson, 4. 
if he "offered Swines: Blood ; he that burneth 
Incenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol: Tra, they have 
choſen their own Ways, and their Soul delight- 
eth in their Abominations. ' I alſo will chuſe 
their Delufions, and will bring their Fears 
upon them, becauſe when T called, none did an- 


fuer; when" I ſbake, they did not hear; but 


they did evil before mine Eyes, and. choſe. that 
in which I delighted nat. © Here is the Reaſon 
laid down why the Lord was angry. with 
them. Theſe Things afford great Inſtruction 
and Caution; and I defire that all may learn 
from what ſüch brought upon themſelves, 
through their chuling their own: Ways; and 
delighting in their Abominations, to beware 
of doing the-like ; but they that are Chriſt's, 
and Chriſtians in reality, are crucified. to the 
World, with the Affections and Luſts there- 
of; and we deſire that all who are called 

riſtiant, may demonſtrate themſelves to be 


ſuch, by their fo doing, that they may wit- 


neſs the ſpiritual «Communion and Supper 
Here ſpoken of. There are many religious 
People, particularly in Holland, who do not 
profeſs to be of our Society; though they 
do not clearly ſee beyond the Uſe of Water- 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, do join with 


us in oppoſing Swearing npon any Account; 
. ' D : 


becauſe | 


| [48] 

| becauſe they are convinced, that all Swearing 

| Mar. v. 3% is forbidden by Chriſt ; But T ſay unto you, Not 

353% 37. Swear not at all; neither by —ͤ— for it ir 

God's Throne; nor by the Earth, for it is hit 

Footſtool ; neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the Pre 

City of the great Kin *. neither ſhalt thou 

Swear by thy Head, becauſe thou canſt not the 

make one —4 white or black; but let your h 

Communication be Yea, Nea; Nay, Nay; for 

whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 

Jam, v. 12. And the Apoſtle James faith, But above all 

Things, ny Brethren, fwear not; neither by 

Heaven, nor by the Earth,” neither by any he 

other Oath; but let your Yea, be Yea; and 

your Nay, Nay; ; left you fall into Condemna- 

They are alſo one with us in oppoſing 

Figbting, . becauſe they look upon it to be 

contrary to his Doctrine, that taught his Fol- 

Mar. v. 4. lowers to love their Enemies; But I ſay unn 

you,” love your Enemies, bleſs "them that curſ 

| you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 

for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſe- 

1 S, cute you.. They are of our Minds, that the 
= ' Minifiry ſhould be free; for they look upon 

= it to be contrary to Chriſt's Doctrine, for 

Men to preach for Hire, and Worldly Ends, 

Mat z. 3. who. ſaid to his Miniſters, Freely ye have re. 

ceived, freely give; and they are like wiſe 

one with us, in holding forth the uni ver ſal 

at Love of God to Men. Now although there 

* be many that are purely conſcientious for the 

Uſe of Water Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, 

we * a 1288 deal of Charity for all ſuch; 


for 


Ty” 


for many that are now joined in Society wich 
s, were once as much for the Uſe of theſe 


hings, as many well-minded People now 
+, re; and as the Lord has mercifully brought 
oy many of us, in a good Degree, to witneſs 


the ſpiritual Baptiſm and Supper, we * 


f 
* hat others might be brought to the Ex 
fr Mrience thereof in themſelves ; and he 
1} witneſſes the Subſtance of what many * 


hat Water-Baptiſm and Bread and Wine, to 
de.outward and viſible Signs of, is come to 
he End of the Signs; for 1 hope I may be 

late in ſaying, all Signs end in their Sub 
ſtance, Now as we have Charity for all 
hem, who do conſcientiouſly. uſe theſe 
hings, we think they. ought to have Cha- 
ity for us, if we difuſe them; becauſe we 
delieve they are ceaſed in Point of Obliga- 


nt) 

on; and we read, That whatſoever is not of Re Rom. xIv 
ray aith, is Sin. | . 
4/1 | 
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6, Concerning PERFECTION. 


1 10 Doctrine of e ſeems. 
ſtrange and novel, to many that 
ee . little Victory in themſelves, over 


the their Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of 

Man's Happineſs has perſuaded many People 
co believe, that there is no Poſſibility of over- 
7 wink their Corruptions' and Sins, while 
_: WB. 


Fzek. xvili. not equal; Yet farth' | the Houſe of Iſrael, 7! 
* %% Way of the Lord is not equal: O Houſe 


1301 

they are here upon the Earth, that ſo they. 

may be quiet and caſy in them or of doing P. 

God's Will, and keeping his Commands, tha 

ſo they may not endeavour for it. Now we 

Fzck. xvii. believe, that God's Ways ate equal; 1s n le 
_ amy M ar, faith the Lord, equal.” God is jul th 
in all his Doings, and requires: no- more oi -* 


Men than he gives them Ability. to perform 

If God require that of Men hid: the 
were not able, neither of themſelves, no 
by any Grace received, to perform, then | 
might be ſaid, that his Ways were unequal 
and that he was an hard Maſter; but tha 
would be abominable to charge upon the 
Almighty, who is full of Juſtice and Equity 
kecl ai i. The wile Man ſaith, Fear God, and 125 hi 
Commandments, for this is the "whole Duty. 
Mun. Now if God requires, this of Men 

as to be ſure he doth; then there is a Poſſ 
bility of it, or elſe, as is before obſerved, hi 
Ways are unequal ; but it is far from thi 
Children of God to charge him with Injut 
tice. The diſobedient and rebellious Peopli 

of fuel ſaid, that the Way of the Lord wa 


Iſrael, are not my Ways equal ? Are not you 
Mays unequal ?. Therefore will judge you ( 
Houſe of Iſrael; every Man according to l. 
Mays, ſaith the Lord God: Repent and tu 
your ſel nes from all your Tranſgreſfians, -Jo In 

nity hall not be your Ruin. Now: Reade! 
rom this thou mayſt gather what ſort 0 
ad 5 |  Peopi 


% 


"I'S 1] 1 Wy | 
People they were, that ſaid the Way of the? _ 
Lord was Not equal. And we read in the 


ing Parable of the Talents, that it was the un- 

tha rofitable Servant that complained of his 
Lord; Th hen he which had received the ane Ta- Mar PR 
„ent, came und ſaid, Lord, I knew thee; that 
juſt thou art an bard M an, reaping where thou 
% not Jun and gathering where thou haſt 

is not rated. 

911 Now we FR not n, that the Ye) ger. 

no Lanta chat had improved. the Talents, com- 

— plained of their Lord; but we freely own, 

wa that no meer Man of himſelf, by his own 

that Power, as he is a Man, can do he Will of 
God, and keep his Commands; yet we be- 


lere there is Power in that divine Grace, 
that the Apoſtle ſaith, has appeared to all 
Men, to enable them to overcome thoſe 
Things which are evil, and do that which 
is well-pleaſing to God; For the Grace of Titus ii i. 
God, that bringeth Salvation, bath appeared 
to'all Men; teaching us, that denying Ungod- 
lineſs and worldly: Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
Fighteouſly and "Godly in this preſent World, 
Here is both the Univerſality and Sufficiency 
of it, excellently ſet forth by the Apoſtle ; 
My Grace, faith the Lord to the Apoſtle, 16 
Wl ficient for thee. Although we freely. own, 
that we are weak of ourſelves, as Men; and 
cannot by our own Power do any Thing 
that is good, as Chriſt ſaid, Mitlout me ye 
can do nothing; yet we ay, there is POW. 
er and Sufficiency in the Grace of God, 
D 3 e 


[ 52 ] 
to enable Men to do his Will, and keep bi 
Commands, as they take heed unto it; I am 
able, faith the Apoſtle, through Crip, who 
ftrengthens me, to do all Things, 
“it doth not conſiſt with the Wiſdom. of 
the Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious Promiſes 
which are made conditionally upon Mens 
overcoming, and doing the Commands of 
| - God, ſhould be made as if there were no 
Rev: xxi. 7, Poffibility of it; as He tbat overcomes, ſhall 
inberit all Things, and I will be hu, God, and 
Rev. iii. 5. he ſhall be my Son. He that overcometh, the 
ſame ſhall be clathed in white/Raiment, and I 
vi not blot out bis Name out of the Book of 
| Life, but I will confeſs him before my Father, 
ker. ii 12. and before his Angels. Him that overcometh, 
ii I make a Pillar in the Temple of my God, 
and be ſhall go no more out; 8 1 will woritt 
upon him the Name of my Gad, and the Name 
- of the City of ny God, which is New Jeruſa- 
lem, which cometh down out of Heaven fron 
my God; and I will write upon him my neu 
Rev. ii. 1. Name. To him that overcometh, will I giv 
to eat of the hidden Manna, and will give hin 
a white Stone, and in the Stone, a new Nam 
written, which no Man knoweth, - ſaving ht 
Rev. it, 11, hat recerveth it. He that overcometh, ſhall 
Rev. il. not be hurt of the ſecond Death. Bleſſed art 


bk: 3 hey that do his Commandments, that they ma) 


have right to the Tree of Life, and may enter 
Ker. in. al. in through the Gates into the City, To bin 
' that overcometh, will T grant to 2 with me 
on my 7. brone, even as F have overcome, and 
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am fit drum with my Father in bis Throne. 


He that overcometh, ſhall enter in through the 


Gate into the holy City. And hereby wwe db tJohnii, 3, 
know that we know him, if we keep his Com. # 5 946. 


mandments. He that ſaith, I know him, and 


h not his Commandments, is a Lyar, and 


the Truth is not in him; but whoſo keepeth his 
Mord, in him verily is the Love of God per- 


fetted ; hereby know we that we are in him. 


He that ſaith, he abideth in him, ought him- 


felf. alſo. to walk, even as he walked. O that 


Chriſtians, ſo called, would conſider how 
they ought to walk. It is very unjuſtifiable 


to deny Perfection, for we read, that Chriſt Feb 
came to preſent the Church to God without Spot 12, 


or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing ; but that it 


ſhould be holy. and without Blemiſh. And he 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 


ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teach- 


ers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 


Body of Chriſt ; till ue all come in the Unity 


of the Faith, and of the. Knowledge of the Son 


of Gad, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. And 
the Scriptures are for the making of the Man 


of God perfect, through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 


All Scripture given by Inſpiration of God, is 7 Tim ii 


profitable for Doctrine, for Correction, for In- 


ftruftion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of 


God may be throughly furniſhed unto. all good 


Works. And the Apoſtle laboured to preſent 
Men perfect; ſpeaking of Chri/t within, the 


4 - 


* V. 27. 


iv. 11, 


13. 


* 
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Col i. 28, Hope of Glory, he hay wohom® we preach, Wu! 


warning every Man, and teaching every Man 

in all Wiſdom, that we nidy 22 every Man Bu 

Perfect in Chriſt Teo, Why ſhould they 

Teach and Preach for this End, if there Was 77 

no Poſſibility of attaining, it? Yet many | have We 

born hard upon us, fot Alerting ſuch Poſfi- be 

bility, although it be the Doarize of Chriſt : Wy 

It 1 be but well conſidered, I think they N 

hold Perfection to a great Degree, that are L. 

called God-fathers, and God-mothers, that Mu- 

do promiſe and vow three Things in the . 

0 Name of a Child when it is ſprinkled, pig. R. 

cee the That it ſhall forſake the Devil and all bis ter 

Kugland Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this "wicked m 

Carechim. Mord, with all the finful Luſts of the Fleſb; A 

. and that it foall do God's holy Will, and keep I ch 

Hu Commandments, and walt in the {ame all x © 

the Days Y it's Life. I wiſt they themſelves 47 

may be found in the Practice of what they W. 

here promiſe for another. It is certain, . 

Chriſtians ought to be as like Chriſt as its C 

poſſible for Men and Women to be, and to fo 

Walk even as he walked, as far as 'they'a are eig 

capable. 2 

le was holy, 9 28 r mer- Ml C 

ciful; but how much the Reverſe are too IM 5 

many that profeſs to be his Followers? Many i 

Who are for Imperfection, and fay, there is /7 

no Victory over Sin while here, do urge that al 

| Rom vil. of the Apoftle Paul, where he faith, For I in 

3 : know that in me, that is in my Fleſh, dwelleth ol 

| 10 $904 T, bing for 10 will is preſent with 0 F. 
We? ut 
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ö w bow, to perform that which 1 7s go J. I 2 

che Good tha? T would.” 78 T not ; 

* Ne Bei, which. Tabnuld not, tlat I dh. And 
erſe 2 1, he faith; I n then a Lau, that Rom. vii. 
en 1 would 0 Good: Evil it preſent with zu . 
ne; for I deligbi in the Law of of God, after © 

the inward Man; but I ſee another. Low in 

i: % Members, \warring againſt the Law of 

y Mind, and bringing me into Captivity" to 5 

re Law of Sin, which is in my Members. 0 

at ¶ wwrercbed Man that I am, Who ſhall deliver © 
nc ne from the Body ef this Death ? If tbe 
2. Reader pleaſe, he niay read the whole Cha 

iter through for his own Satisfaction; but ; 

ed may not reaſonably ſuppoſe this to be the . 

5; WM Apoſtle's preſent State, but rather perſonating 

cp Ml the carnal State of others, -or himſelf. before 

111 MY Converfion, when he ſaith, Verſe 14, But 1 

es an Carnal, ld under Sin; pz we believe he 

was in a happy State and Condition when he 

wrote that Ep iſtle; as he faith in the fixth © 
Chapter, Verſe 23 ' Bow ſhall ue that are dead | 
to Sin, live any longer therein? And in the il 
re eighth Chapter, Verſe 1, "There is therefore 

| now M0 Condemnation to hom which are in 

er- Chrift Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, 

oo br after the Spirit; for the Law of the Spi- 

ny of Life in Cbriſt Fefus, hath made me free 

is rom the Law of Sin and Death. I wiſh that © © 
at all might come to experience theſe Things 
Jin chemſelves. Now Reader, If thou wilt 

th WM obſerve, although many ſay, that there is no 
"4 F Needle from Sin on this Side of the 1 

ut eng 
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the Apoſtle faith in the Sixth of the fame 
Epiſtle, Verſe 22, to the believing Roman,, 
Bur now being made free from Sim, and be. 
came Servants to God, ye have your Fruit unt 
.. Holineſs, and the End — Life. And 
dane Jobn ſaith in his firſt Epiſtle, 7 have written 

| unto you young Men, becauſe ye are firong, ani 
.the Word f God abigeth in you, and ye have 
overcome, the Wicked One. May all come to 
the Experience of this in themſelves, The 
Apoſtle Paul faid to the believing 15 
col. i, io. That they were compleat in him, which it th 
Head of all Principality and Power. .. The 
x Per. ii, . Apoſtle Peter told the Believers, That the) 
were 4 choſen Generation, | 8. royal. Prieſthood 
an holy Nation, a peculiar People, that the) 
might 7 41 forth the Praiſes of him who hal 
/ caſed them out of Darkneſs. into his marvellou 
Light.. To be ſure theſe did not break th: 
Commands of God daily, in Thought, Word 
Johnv.20, and Deed. Ve know 5 the Son of. God u 
A come, and has given us an Underſtanding, that 
er may know Re that 53 true; and ue are it 
him that is true, even in his Son Fefus Chriſt: 
This 1s the true God. and eternal Life, Be- 
John iii. 1. bold 4vhat manner of Love the Father hath be- 
ſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
Sion of God; therefore the World knaweth u 
x John iii, nf, becauſe if knew bim not. Beloved, nou 
* *+ are we the Sons of God, and it doth not yt 
appear what we ſhall be; but we know that 
- #oben be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like bim; 
A Wr 

- t 
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3 
that hath: this Hope in him, purifieth une 8 
even as he is pure. Fobn ſaith, M. 


x John iii. 


abideth in him, finneth nat. ©, = ay is born 


of. God, doth. not commit Sin; ; for. his Seed re- 
maineth in him, and he cannot fin, becau be 
is born of God. It is contrary to the 

Nature to ſin; and as Men are born of it, 
they will not only know a ceafing from Sin, 
but it will be their Pleaſure and Delight to 
do-the Will of God : Except a Man be born 


again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Un- 
leſs Men are born of the divine and heavenly 


Nature, they can never come to do the Will 
of God, nor keep his Commands ; for it is 
impoſſible for Men, while they are in the 
fallen and degenerate State, to do God's Will, 
and walk in 2 Way; we read, That Enoch 


walked with Gad; and before he was tranſ- 


lated, the Text faith, He had this Te eftimony, 
that he pleaſed God, Heb, xi. 5. And con- 


cerning Zacharias and his Wife Elizabeth, 
the Text ſays, Luke 1. 6. They were both righ- 


teous before God, walking in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord, blameles : 
And that all might take ſuch heed to tf 
divine Grace and good Spirit, which God 2 


might walk in all well- pleaſing 1 him, 


and in the End have an W amongſt 


them that are. ee nn 


ie... 


— 


graciouſly ſent into their Hearts, that they 


- 
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/ECAVUSE We do ct bolt Nich # Heat 
many People in their gtoſs Concep- 
tions concernin, the Rejurtetion, therefore 
ſome have not ſtuck to ſay we den) it 3 but 
7 we believe firmly, that there will be a Re- 
Rev. xx. ia, ſurrection of the Juſt and Unjuſt, and that 
oh God will give to every Man a Reward ac- 
cording to his Works, whether they be 

x Cor. xv. Or evil; but faith the Apoſtle Pad, Je 
2 111 Jay, how are the Dead raiſed 7 7 
Aud with what Body FM they come? He faith 
Vere 36, to ſuch a curious Enquirer, *Thou Fool, that 


. 37, 3, 39» 


wa Which thou ſeweſt is not quickened except it die; 
and that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that 
Body that ſhall be, but bare Grain, it may 
chance of heat or fome other Grain; but God 
groeth it a Bady as it hath pleaſed him, and'to 
every Seed his own Body. All Fleſh is not the 

fame Fleſh;' but there is one Kind of Fleſh of 
Men, another Fleſh Beaſts, another of 
Piſpes, and another of Birds; there are alſo 
Celeftial Bodies, and Bodies Terreſtrial ; but 

the Ghry of the Celeſtial is one, and the Glory 

, of the Terreſtrial is another ; there is one Glory 

"of the Sun, and another Gbry of the Moon, 

and another Glory of the Stars; for one Star 
 differeth from another Star in Ghry; jo alſo 15 

Þ the 1 AR of the Dead: lt Is foun in 
. » Cor- 


5 Omcerning' the NrsunnEerlox. 
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Corruption,” it is raiſed in Tncarruption; it js 
bum in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory; it is 
zoum in Weakneſs, it is 17 4 in Pouer; it is 
hbium d natural Body, it raised a ſpiritual 
Body. Mere is a natura Body, and there is a 
ſpiritual. Body. We believe, if we faithfully 

terve the Lord while we are here, we ſhall 

have fuch glorified Bodies hereafter, as he in 

his Wiſdom ſees fit, and that ſatisfies us: But 

the Apoſtle faith, Verſe the oth, That Fle 27 cor. xy, 

and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; 

neither doth Corruption inberit " Incorruption. 

Now. what we deſire is, that all may know a | 
Part in the firſt Reſurrection Bleſſed and holy ne. xs. 6. 
is be that hath a Part in the firſt Reſurrection; 
on fuch the ſecond Death hath no Power. The 

true Chriſtians knew, That they were paſſed t John iii, 
from Death to Life, becauſe ' they loved the '* '* 
Brethren : He, faith the Text, that loveth not 

bis Brother, abideth i in Death : W heſoever ha- 
teth'his Brother. is Murderer, and nn M. * * 
derer, faith Fobn, hath eternal Life abiding i 1 
him. And, ſaith Paul, ſhe that livet in Plea- Tim. v. 6. 
fare, is dead while ſhe liverh, While Men and 
Women remain in a State of Death and Alie- 
nation from the Lord, they are full of Enyy 

and Wrath one againſt another; and they live 
to gratify the luſtful Deſires of the Fleſh ; we 

read, That wheſorver doth not Righteoupneſs, #5 not John in. 
of God neither he that loveth' not bis Brother. | 
O that all would ſeriouſly conſider of theſe 
Things, for it is greatly to be lt how 
p NE! 5 of the Profeflors of e 

: K | lie 


bring forth other holy and good 
they whole Fruits are unto Holineſs, their 


them; but let us all endeavour to live as be- 


: RET: 

xe from the Doctrine of Chriſt and the pri- 
mitive Chriftians : It is as Men come to know 
the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the 
quickning Spirit, to quicken them, and make 

them alive, that they come to love one ano. 
ther as Chriſtians -ought to do; and if all did 
but live in the Spirit and Doctrine of Chriſt, 

they would not only be full of Love and 
Good-will one to another, but would alſo 
Fruits; and 


End will be everlaſting Life. As Men ſow 
in this World, ſo they may expect to reap in 


the next; we read, That be that bur to the 


Spirit, hall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting; 


bo 3 to the Fleſh, ſball of the Fleſh 


Corruption. Men are not only accounta- 


55 ble for groſs Sins, but we are told by Chriſt 


our Lord, that a Man muſt give an Account 
in the Day of Judgment for every idle Word 
he ſpeaks; and the wiſe Man ſaith, God will 
bring every Work to Fudgmemt, with every Je- 
cret Thing, whether it be or evil. Now 
we think it not ſafe for any to be too in 

tive how the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and with 
| What Bodies they ſhall come; le leſt that ee 
of the Apoſtle, thou Fool, ſhould belong to 


comes the Children of God, that when we 


leave this World, we may have the comfort- 
able Anſwer of Well omg enter into the King- 
dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World; and all "ha wil Know a glorious 
; Reſurrection. Hg 8. Con- 
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8. ' Concerning SWEAR ING. 


E do not only deny vain, raſh and falſe 
Swearing, but we alſo conſcientiouſly 
efuſe to ſwear in any Caſe, or on any Account 

vhatſoever, becauſe we believe that our Sa- 
iour, Mat. v. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, did poſi- 
vely forbid all Swearing, for he faith, Again, 

e have heard, that it hath been ſaid by them of 
old Time, thou ſhalt not forfwear thy ſelf, but 
alt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. But 

I jay unto you, Swear-not at all; neither by 
Heaven, for it it God's Throne ;' nor by the 
Earth, for it is his Footſivol ; neither by Jeru- 
falem, for it is the City of the great King: 
Neither Halt thou fivear by thy Head, becauſe 
thou can not make one Hair white or black. 
But let your Communication be Yea, Yea; Nay, 
Nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh 
of evil. From which it is very plain, that as 
they of old, allowed true Swearing; but fot- 
bad F otſwearing, or Perjury ; ſo our Saviour 
here forbids both the. One and the Other, de- 
claring, without any Exception, that what- 
ſoever is more than Ta, Tea; Nay, No, 
cometh of evil. As for profane, vain and 
raſh Swearing, it | was; alt forbidden under 

the Law ; the third Command ſaith, 

Thou halt not tale the Name of the Lord thy Exod, x2, 7. 
God in vain, for: be will not hold him guiltleſs 

ee taketh” bis Name in vain.” And as this 


our 


- tr Loy" ſo great 


5 62 7 
our conſcientious Refuſal of an Oath, in all 
Caſes, is grounded N the expreis Com- 
mand of Chriſt ;; we have great Cauſe to be 
thankful to the King and Government, for 
their Favour, by enacting, that our Word, ot 
Affirmation, ſhall paſs in Caſes of Evidence 
inſtead of an Oath. For many of our Elder 
Friends underwent great and grie vous Suffer- 
ings, by Fines, Confiſcations, Baniſhments, 
and Impriſonments to Death, for this theit 
Chbriſtian Teſtimony.” Swearing is now be- 
come ſo common, that it may with Sorrow 
be obſerved, that vain and profane Swearing 
abounds; Multitudes i in their common Con- 
verſation, being guilty of it, in open Defi- 
ance and Violation, both of the Laws of 

God and Man. 

It is very much to be defired, that all who 
profeſs themſelves to be Followers of Chriſt 
may live in Subjection to the Spirit of Chriſ 
in themſelves, which leads into all Truth, and 
conſequently to ſpeak Truth on all Occafiqns: 
Men and Women, under this Influence, may 
be very ſafely truſted. And it is a Reproact 
to any under the Denomination of Chri/tian;, 
that they cannot be depended upon for the 
f Truth. of what they fay. Religion, however, 
is not yet at ſo low an Ebb, but that there arc 
many honeſt well minded peo le of different 
Prolefſions and Perſwaſions, who have gained 
Credit and Reputation amongſt ſuch 
as know them, that they are, and can be re- 
4 lied on for the Truth of what they write or 


. ſpeak. 


N KEW! all to dee up to the Doc- | 
trine-of, Chriſt, . there would be no Occaſion 
for Sweanng to awe Men into Truth-ſpeak- 
tor ing; for the Fear of God, which is a ſtronger 
or and more forcible Tye than any Oath that 
ce, ¶ ever can be made, would ase oblige and 
der engage them thereunto. 
fer- The People called 2yaters are not the only 
People ptincipled againſt Swearing. The Men- 


noni iin Holland, and in the United Provinces, 


be- ¶ they, ad their Anceſtors, have for a long Se- 
ou ries of Time conſtantly refuſed to take an Oath 
ing io any Cale whatſoever; and the States have 
on- ſo far indulged them, as to eſtabliſh, that 
ef. their Word ſhall paſs in Evidence, inftcad of 
olg an Oath; ſubjecting them who falſify their 
Words, to the fame Penalties as thoſe who are 
who guilty of Perjury ; which we hold to be very 
rat, i juſt and reaſonable. The primitive CLri/tians 
arif ad generally refuſe to 8 wear; and it is obſct- 
and vable, that When their cruel Perſecutors ſome- 
ons: times called upon them to ſwear, they retutn'd 
may chis ſhort Anſwer, I a Chriſtian, Divers 
ach{Mof.the ancient Fathers, and Martyrs, and ear by 
an, Reformers, were of the fame Sentiments on 
tbeſſ thus Subject; See Treatiſe of Oaths, where the 
ver, Reader with find many; weighty Reaſons a- 
3 arc MF gainſt all, manner of Swearing, ſupported by 
rent the Example and Practice of eminent Crit 
inet eng, Martyrs, and Reformers, in divers Ages 
ſuch of Chriſtianity ; and as this Subject is tho- 


e re-W roughly difcuſs'd in that Treatiſe, and a full 
te of Aniwer:thete-given to the ſeveral Odjections 
xakll. * uſuall ly 
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uſually made on this Head, the Reader wil 
find it well worth his Perufal ; a few Quota. 
tions out of -which faid T; reatiſe, tranſcribed 
from William Penn's Works, Vol. I. p. 626 


627, 636, 655, 657, are as follows; 
- „ POLYCARPUS®*» 


. The firſt Teſtitnony recorded 4270 
© Swearing, after the Apoſtles Times,, wa 
that of PoLyCarevus, who had lived witi 
the Apoſtles, and was faid to have been 
Diſciple to John, not the leaſt of the Apol. 
tles: . or at his Death, when the Governor 
bid him fear,  defie Chrift, &c. he faid 
Fourſcore. and i Years have I er ved hin 
yet hath he never offended me in any Thing 
T he Procon/ul (till urged and faid, Siear by 
the Fortune of Cæſar; to whom Polycarpu 
anſwered, If thou re quireſ this vain Glory, 
that J prote the Porte of Czar, as thu 
_ © Jayeſft, feigning thou knoweft not who I an 
* hear freely, + T am a Chriſtian, This good 
Man began his Fourſcore and Sixth Yea! 
about Twenty Years after James wrote, 
Above all Things, my Brethren, fivear nt; 
and ſeveral Years before Fohn the Apoſil 
* deceaſed, for he is called his Diſciple.” Sec 
his Hiſtory and Commendations | in Euſebiuss 
Eccl. TH Lib. 4. Cap. 1 
aner i, 2 J 


* 
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* He ſuffered Martyrdom at Smyrna about ths Year 167. 
_ + See the following Teſtimony of Baſilides. 
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2, JUSTIN MARTYR. + 
Apol. 2. pro Chriſtianis ad Anton. Pium. Oper. p. 63. 


It was ſome Time before his Suffering 
that Juſtin Martyr, who is the firſt we 
find writing of it, publiſh'd an Apology for 

© the Chriſtians in the Year 150, as himſelf 
* faith; and a ſecond after that, wherein he 
* tells us, after the Doctrine of his Maſter, 
© that. we ſhould not ſwear at all, . but always 

* ſpeak the Truth. He, that is Chriſt, hath 
* thus commanded, ſwear not at all but let 
* your Yea be Yea, and your Nay, Nay ; and 


«© what is more than theſe, ic of evil.” See his 


Praiſe and eee! in Eupebus ſoon after 
Polycarpus. 


* PONTICUS and BLANDINA. 
Euſeb. Eccigſ Hist. Lib 23 Cap. Ae 


Under the ſame Emperor, viz. Antoni- 
nus Philoſophus, (ſays Euſebius) ſuffered alſo 
* Ponticus of 15 Years: of Age, and Blan- 


dina a Virgin, with all kind of bitter 'Lor- _ 


* ments; the Tormentors now and then 


* urging them to Ane, h they con- 
3 4 BASL 


- . 
: 5 


LE 4 
th IA. avs... Mn. r . "Oe =” 1 "IC. 13 Pe * 
1 


. He Was py to Death at yy being ſcourged, and n | 


Anno 468. 


— ®* Ponticus a Youth of fifteen Years of Age, ſuffered * q 


together with Blandina, about the Tear 177, 


- 
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4. BASILIDES.+ 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hift. Lib. 6.. Cap, 4. 
And in another Emperor's Reign, viz. 
© Severus, Baſilides, a Soldier of Authority a- 
mong the Hoſt, being appointed to' lead Pe- 
tamiena to Execution, and by her convinced 
of the Truth in Chriſt, was after .a while 
required to ſwear, but he affirmed plainly, 
it was not lawful for him to fwear ;- for, (aid 
he, 1 ani a Chriſtian. He did not lay the 

. Vnlawtulneſs- upon that Oath, but «pon 
© fearing at all. The Hiſtory only ſays, his 
Compabions would have him ſwear upon 
© ſome Occaſion or other, not mentioning 
„by what, his Anſwer. was; it it unlawful 
« = me to ficear ; and why? - Becauje, ſaith 
hie, I am a Chriſtian : The Conſequence is 


« plain; Chriſtians took no Oaths, therefore 
© not their Oaths. 


„ CHRYSOSTOM 


2 'Chryfoſtom i in his Days, about the Vear 
„398, a Man very famous in the Church, and 

therefore ſtiled the Golden Docter, in his 
' © 15th Homily on Genes, faith, a Chriſtian 
Wo 2 fiee Oaths by all Meant, hearing the 
© Sentence of. Chriſt, which faith, It was ſaid 
* to them of old, ye ſhall not Forfivear, but I 

< jay unto'you, Swear not at all. Let none lay 
* therefore, I ſwear in a juſt Buſineſs: It is 


=. a A 6 * 


he © unjuſt Ting. © | 6. The 


—— >. 


ie was beheaded at Alexandria Tout the a Mts ! 794 


not lawful to to ſwear, neither i in a juſt nor 


„% eee 
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6. The WALD ENS Es. 
z. © The ancient * Waldenſ6s, we have good 
Cauſe to ſay, denied the taking of any 


1 c 
* © Oath in what Senſe the primitive Chri/t:ans 
d and Fathers refuſed, and that was all to- 
le * gether : To be ſure their Enemies charged 
7, them with it for above three hundred Y cars, 
4 and we cannot find that they then denied 
e * the Charge: We ſuppoſe none will attempt 
4 © to prove they did, for they were well known 
8 in the World as to this Particular.“ 


7. JOHN WICKLIFF. 


Jahn Wickhf, our Countryman, and in 
* his Time Divinity Profeſ/or of Oxford, fa- 
mous for his Learning and Godly Courage, 
in oppugning the Doctrines and Practice of 
* Rome, in the Time of Edward the Third, 

© and Richard the Second, about the Year 
© 1370, was accuſed, among other Things, 

* for maintaining, that all Oaths which 2 
* made for any Contract, or civil 2 
bhetæeixt Man and Man, are unlau/ 


8. PROTESTANT MARTYRS: 


© Yoba Huſs, FJerom of Prague, 17 aller 

* Brute, William Swinderby, William Sawtry, 
© William White, Willigm Thorp, Michael 
-+8..3 Saaler, 


—_— —_rr 
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Sadler, and others, who ſuffered Death for WW re 


© the Proteſtant Cauſe, are recorded to have MW thy 
* refuſed all ' Swearing, in any Caſe, publick MW Bo 
: or private. | ** out 
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The Cox TUS LON. 


H'. N G made the foregoing Obſer- m 
& A vations, which are left to the Reader's Fe 
ſerious Conſideration; what! greatly deſire is, F. 

that all may come to the practical Part of true /. 
Religion and Chriſtianity ; for altho' a Man g 

may believe (according to the Scripture) in It 

God, who created the Heavens and the Earth, hb 

and formed ic to be inhabited. Se IIa. lv. 18. p 

And alſo believe, that Chriſt was conceived by 0! 

the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgi * at 

and that he wrought many woddreful Mira- t 

cles, and ſuffered Death upon the Croſs, as he 1 

was Man, for he could not die as he was God, a 

and that he was dead and buried, and roſe a- t 

galn, and aſcended up to Heaven, and that 5 

he is alſo come again by his Spirit into Mens 8 

Hearts; altho a Man may believe all theſe great t 

Truths, and all the Articles of the Chriſtian f 

Faith ; all this will not entitle him to a Part 

in the Kingdom of God, unleſs he come to 

nab. ll. 14. live an holy Life; for we read, That without 
James ii. Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Thou be- 
. lievoſt, faith the Apoſtle, there is one God; 


thou doſt well: The Devils alfo believe and 
© gs | tremble. 


— 
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tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain Man, 
that Faith without Works is dead. For as the Jamesii.2s.. \, 
Body without the Spirit is dead, jo Faith with- 
out Works is dead. He ſaith, 'Shew me hy Verſe 18. 
Faith without thy Works, and I will fhew thee 
my Faith by my Works. The Saints Faith 
gave them Victory, and wrought by Love, to 
the purifying of their Hearts. The practical 
Part of Chriſtianity is too much wanting a- 
mongſt many of them that profeſs to be the 
Followers of Chriſt. To vit the Widow and Jams. 27. 
Fatherleſs in thetr Afliction, and to keep them- 
ſelves unſpotted from the World, is the Reli- 
gion which will avail Men in a dying Hour. 
It is very good for thoſe unto whom the Lord 
has opened his Hand wide, and bleſt with a 
plentiful Share of theſe low Things, to be full 
of Bowels of Compaſhon towards them that 
are in Want and Diſtreſs, and to ſtand up for 
the Right of the Widow and Fatherleſs, this 
is one Part of true Chriſtianity; but to wrong 
and oppreſs the Widow and Fatherleſs, is * 
the Reverſe of Chriſtianity; many, not only 
amongſt us, but, I hope, alſo among other 
Societies, have fo much of the Fear of God, 
that they hate this. The Scripture ſaith, That 
the Fear of God. is to hate Pride and Arro- 
once and the | evil May. The more Men 


live in the Fear of God, there is the greater 
Hatred in their Hearts againſt ill Things; 
but many for want of this, have fallen mo 
very bad Company, and evil Things, where- 
by they have brought great Ruin and Con- 
— E . tempt 


S 
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+ tert ainonthepaſelves.. Bad Company.. has 


been the Ooverthrow of many. My Sen, faith 
the Wiſe Man, if Sinners entice thee, . conſent 
not, The Enemy of, Mens Happineſs doth 
often make uſe gf ill Inſtruments to draw 
People into ill Things; end às many have 


been drawn into yery wrong and ill Things, 
by keeping of looſe; and bad Company, 1o 1 


believe mam have been greatly corrupted, 
thro'- reading of corrupt and ill Books; ſo 
that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of. 4thei/m. 
But it is very profitable to read the Holy 


Scriptures. which proceeded from the. _ 


Spirit of God, as People read them in the 
ſame Spirit from which they did” procced; 
and there are alſo a great many other good 
Books, that ate written by ſuch as did fear 
God, which do greatly tend to promote 


Piety and Virtue, 5g are very profitable to 


be read. 
Great 8 have 8 and yet are 


among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, about 


* 34 


Religion: One faith one Thing, and another 


ancther; ſo that I believe many well- minded 


People are at a very great fland to know 


W: hich. is the right Way: Now the Apoſtle 
Peter, by tlie Direction: of the Holy Ghoſt, 
has told us, That God is no Reſpecler of Per- 


en, But in cwery Natigu; le that Aeg Ged, 


and icorks Rig! teoujnejs, is accepted awith Him. 


-Now here are the Terms, and Conditions 
ene laid down, 1 which Acceptance 


with 
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with God ſtands; and this is what we deſire 
al People may come to be found in the Prac- 
tice 86 that ſo all Bitterneſs and Envy one 
ag -ainſt another, about Religion, might ceaſe 
4 come to an End, that Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs may flouriſh ; in the Earth, 
If all did bat truly live in the Fear of God 
as they ought to do, there would be an holy 
Harmony among the Children of Men, = 
Love, Peace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, would abound among them; but for want 
of this, how doth Strife, Envy, Injuſtice and 
Opprefſion abound, even amongſt many of 
them who profeſs to be the Diſciples and 
Followers of Chriſt. -O that the Children of 
Men had but in their own Experience, what 
great Reward and Peace there is in living in 
the Fear of God, and in keeping of his Com- 
mands, then they would ſerve him .with 
Pleaſure ; for there is Peace and Comfort in 
obeying and ſerving the Lord, beyond what 
any are ſenſible of, except thoſe — have it 
in their own Experience; ſo that I believe 
many pious and good People are thankful 
beyond what, they can expreſs in Words, that 
they were — upon to ſerve him. | 
And ſuch are concerned in Heart, that 
others might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the 
Lord, that ſo they might be truly happy; it 
18 for this End, that many of our religious 
good Friends habe travelled from one Land 
and Country to another, in Hazard of their 
ves; it is alſo von this Account, that many | 
| ve 


. 
have appeared in Print, chat If poſſible, they 
might be inſtrumental to gain upon the Chil- 
dren of Men, to fear and ſerve the Lord; 
for if Men obſerve a thoufand Outward Ob- 
fervations, if they do not obey the Lord, they 
will not all render them acceptable in his 
Sight : Samuel told Saul, That Obedience toads 
better than Sacrifice, and to hearken to the Voice 
F God, was better than the Fat of Rams. 

When ĩt pleaſed God to reach to the Apoſ- 
tle Paul, and bring him to partake of his 
Love and Goodneſs, how did his Bowels 
yerf for his Relations and Kinsfolks after 
the Fleſh, that they might be gained upon to 
ſerve the Lord. And his Love did not only 
reach to them, but to Mankind univerfally; 
for in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, he faith, 

Tin ii. i. I export that Prayers and Interceſſions, &c. be 
made for all Men; and the Apoſtle laboured 
as in Chrrft's Stead, that Men might be recon- 

ctled to God. O what could a true Chriſtian, 
that hath the Mind of Chriſt, go through, 
that Men might be won upon to ſerve God 
| truly, that fo they might experience the Love 
and Goodnefs of God in themſelves ; for the 
Nature of the Love of God is ſuch, that when 
it prevails in Mens Hearts, then they defire 
that others might come to ſhare thered{ with 
them, as the good Man of old faid; Come 
tafte and fee that the Lord is good. It is when. 
Men are truly preyailed upon, by the Power 
of divine Love, that they come to be in Love 
with God, and to run the Ways of his __ 

| | mands 
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ey Hands with Cine for if there were 
Ml. future Rewards and Puniſhments, that 
d; ace and Comfort which they enjoy, who 
b- Fly ſerve the Lord, is very engouraging to 
ey em to perſevere therein. Friendly Reader, 

his thou believeſt the Death and Sufferings of 


vas be Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
ithout the Gates of Feruſalem, according 
the Holy Scriptures relate, let not this ſa- 
fy thee, but be concerned that thou mayſt 
now the Lord to bear rule, and ſet up his 
ingdom in thy Heart, then will it be eaſy 
or thee to do the Will of God, and keep his 
ommands. And if thou haſt a Value and 
ſteem for the Holy Scriptures, do not ſa- 
„„ thy ſelf with only reading the Experi- 
nces of the holy Men of God, that ſpake 
vhat they were Witneſſes of, who knew a 
being waſhed by the Water of Regeneration, 
ut ſeek, that thou mayſt alſo come to the 
xperience thereof in thy ſelf, And if thou 
art conſcientious for the outward Water-Bap- 
iſm, and Bread and Wine, be careful thou do 
ve Not reſt in the outward Obſervations, ſhort of 
ie {What inward and fpiritual Baptiſm and Com- 
n {W-nunion, which the good Chriſtians of old 


re itneſſed; that thro? the Enjoyment thereof, 


h chou mayſt grow beyond the Uſe of the out- 
„ward and viſible Signs: And as thou findeſt 
n. chat ſome of old knew an Overcoming of the 
r Enemy of their Souls, and received Power to 
e become the Sons of God, confider what Vic- 
-vory thou haſt en over the Enemy in wy 
js felt. -* 


ERNI. 
ſelf. And as ſome People have been too in 
quiſitive how the Dead ſhould be raiſed, andWÞis'g 
with what Bodies they ſhould come, let it be 
thy great Concern to know thou art raiſed oui Life 
of the Grave of Sin and Iniquity, that tho er 

mayſt walk wich the Lord in Newneſs ay E 
Life, and live to his Praiſe and Glory, whilt A 
thou haſt a Being here, that ſo thou may{{Mer 
attain to the Reſurrection of the Juſt here-Mhly 
after. 44 
As the Lord in his wonderful Love andMihe- 
Mercy, | hath ſent the Son of his dear Love, WB 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the Chil-Meod 
dren. of Men, whilſt they were Enemies tothe) 
him; I tenderly defire that all may conſider {inc 
the great Love of God to them therein; and Mu 
as he is the Fountain and Author of all the 
Good that we receive, it is greatly to be de- 
fired that his long Forbearance, great Good- 
neſs, and manifold Mercies extended to the 
Children of Men, might engage them to 1 
Care and Watchfulneſs: We read that the 
iet. ni. 22. Long: ſuffering of God waited in the Days 
of Noab, while the Ark was preparing; and Nh 
en vi. 3, When the Lord had long ſtriven with them Wl x7; 
by his Spirit, and they would not be gained De 
upon, then he deſtroyed them all, fave only 
Eight Perſons. that were in the Ark. Ic 
not long ſince the-Peſtilence did very much 
prevail in France, by which many Thouſands 
were ſwept away. Now as the Lord has, 
mercifully ſpared the People of theſe Coun- ** 
tries, and the Briti/h Iles adjacent, in lengih- | © 
4 ü | ning 


+ 
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TT. 
> in Ping a 55 of Shy to them; T dete ad 


and is great Goodneſs and long F orbearance may 
it b Head them to Repentance and Amendment of 
| oufMWLife ; for the Lord, as a tender Father, ſeeks 


yendear the Children of Men to himſelf, 
by his Kindneſs and Love. 

And Friendly Reader, that thou ind all 
len may be prevailed upon, to walk hum- 
ly with God, and live 0 ch pious and bop 
ves, that the great and good End for whic 


thou 
8 of 
hilt 
all 
ele- 


Being upon the Earth, to ſhew forth his Praiſe 
and Glory, may be anſwered, that thon'and 
they may be happy to all Eternity, is the 
ſincere Defire of one of the People called 
Quatre. | 


* 


1 
: * 8 = 


If the Reader defires a more full and par- 
ticular Account of our Principles, there” is 
an Apology written by RoperRT BARCLAY, 
which has been printed in Eugliſb, Latin, 
High and Low Dutch, French, e and 
. to which he 1 is referred. 


8 Tix 1 . 


the Lord has made Man, and given him a 


BENIAUIN HoLux. 


ber Religion. Alſo two Letters in French 


5 Pen, and Soot inſtead of Ink, to her Brother 


20 OK 8 Printed and Sold at the BrBL 
in George- Vard, Lombard. Street. 


1 HE Grounds of 4 hety Life > Or 
1 Way by which many who were 


| eng came to be renowned Chriſtians 
1 * ſuch who are now Sinners, may come 
ee wich the Saws, By Hugh Turin 
third Edition, price bound 9d. 

© Strength i in Weakneſs Manifeſt ; in the Life 
various Trials, and Chriſtian Teſtimony 4 
that faithful Servant and Hand-maid of thi 
Lord, Elizabeth Stirridge, who departed - thi 
Life at her Houſe at Hempfead in Heriford/bug 
in the Seventy Second Year of her Age. Wil 
by her own Hand. The ſecond Edition. pr. 1% 
The Archbiſhop of Cambray's Diflertariol 
on Pure Love, with an Account of the L 
and Writings of the Lady Guion, for who 
Sake he was baniſh'd from Court, and 
grievous Perſecutions ſhe ſuffered in Francs k 7 


Engliſh, written by one of her Maids, £ 
ing her Confinement in the Caſtle of Vina 
nes, where ſhe was a Priſoner Eight Years 
one was writ: with a Bit of Stick inſtead of 


the Other to a Clergyman, Together wi 
an Apologetic Preface, containing dive 
Letters of the Archbiſhop of Cambray to thi 
Duke of Burgundy, the preſent French King 
Father, other Perſons of Diſtinction: A 
divers Letters of the Lady Guion's to Perſon 
of Quality, relating to bw religious Princi 
che 2a Edition, price ap 59 * 
Too Letters writ by Same 5-4 to ſor 
of his Acquaintance, upon his Change from 
_ Chaplain of the Church of England, to jail 
with the People * The bout 
: ron. price * YE 1 


